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ainothing recorded of the country or 
ged Ignatius. According to Chry- 
ewes intimately conversant with 
ies, and enjoyed the benefits both 
¢ ‘(miliar discourses and more se- 
wxommien mvsteries.. The * Acts 
latrdom’ further assure us that he 
edixiple of the Apostle John, Be- 
iy instructed in the doctrines of 
gaity, he was, for his eminent parts 
rat piety, chosen pastor of the church 
itch in Syria, the most famous city of 
ma, avi not more celebrated as being 
ntl eat of the Roman Emperors 
at Governors, than as the place 
bile title of Christians was first given 
iisiples of the Lord Jesus. 
ius continved in his charge at An- 
wring aperiod of above 40 years, 
itm the most difficult times. Fear- 
some of the mure weak and unset- 
mans hight be overborne with 
mid persecution, he, by his pray- 
Mims, by the constancy of his 
tad indefatigable exertions, like 
#hithful pilot, safely guided the 
mimwgh the surrounding dangers. 
a short interval of calm take 
Mit rejoiced at the prosperity of 
ma; though as to himself he some- 
Miently expected and longed ‘or 
™; without which he supposed 
=iser perfectly attain to the love 
Stor fill up the measure of a true 


atthe year of Christ 197, when 
uperor, elated by his late vic- 
Seythians and the Daci, came 
“to make preparations for the 
ut he Was resolved to undertake 
Parthians and Armenians, He 
uty with the pomp of a tri- 
14% his first care was usually 
Ba, he presently began to inquire 
aces. He consideresl it as a dis- 
at to his other victories to be con- 
¥ Ciristians : he had therefore al 
pencecc a persecution in other 
‘empire, and was determined to 
t also. Ignatius, whose so- 
‘ the yood of his flock caused him 
10 act with Caution, thinking it 
~ ‘9 £0 Voluntarily than to wait 
oe his own accord present- 
the Emperor. A long and 
men pee 18 Said to have taken 
en the Emperor wonder 
: lhe ventured to transgress his 
mn 80Od Man maintained his 
tee “ asserted that the gods 
"yh fre no better than deruons, 
. ne supreme Deity, wlio 
wld, and his only begotten 
Ne, Whe, though crucified 
shad yet destroyed him that 
er of sin, that is, the devil; and 
© power of the demons, and 
bat the feet of those who car- 
. a aeerth _ The everit was, 
‘AFOwn into prison, where 
hi eaacy and resolution of 
\ bjected to the severest tor- 
bh nb BPed with plumbate, 
nd, fastened at the end of 
es bald fire in his hands, 
Whig fan’ burned with paper 
bis ' “ placed upon burning 
invineit off with hot pincers. 
Bot hi. 4 patience overcome 
fnemies, the Emperor 
% ‘bag Sentence, that, since 
Mis p vcurable, he should be 
The ge ee and thrown to wild 
decree. man heartily rejoiced at 
Mug. 4 thank thee. O Lord 
a thus 
1 lave, and hast 
Wig, thy Apostie Pau}, 
tmbraced nena.” He then 
his Chains, and having 
“his church, and with 
mea vt? the divine 


Shemies , 
a WCre 
Antioch, as it would 


excite inthe minds 


pun- 


unwilling that, 


of the people a greater veneration for his 
character: they hoped that in all places 
where he came, men would be more effec- 
tually terrified from embracing the Chris- 
tian religion; they designed, also, by . the 


make his punishment as heavy as possible. 
He was then probably more than 80 years 
old, and but poorly qualified to sustain a 
circuitous passage to Rome, peculiarly dif- 
ficult in time of winter, and rendered still 
more dreadful frog His. exposure to the 
brutal usage of his keeper® of whom he 
himself speaks in the following terms: 
“ From Syria even to Rome, both by sea and 
land, I fight with beasts; night and @ay I 
am chained to ten leopards (whick is my 
military guard) who, the kinder I am to 
them, are the more cruel and fierce to me.” 
One particular object moreover in sending 
him to Rome was, that he might appear to 
suffer, not simply as a martyr for religion, 
but asa notorious offender; it being cus- 
fomary to send thither such maletactors as 
were to be punished for extracrdinary 
crimes, But the designs of wicked men 
were, over-ruled by divine providence to 
wise purposes; as the leading of Ignatius 
so far in triumph rendered the faith more 
iiustrious, afforded him an opportunity on 
the way of confirming and establishing the 
Christians, and of teaching the citizens of 
Reme a new and better philosophy than 
they had.ever before learned. - 
Under the conduct of his guard of ten 
soldiers, Ignatius after travelling 16 miles 
on foot, and a very tedious passage . by 
sea, arrived at Smyrna, where he saw Po- 
lycarp, his fellow disciple under the Apos- 
tleJohn. Joyful was the meeting of these 
two holy men. Polycarp, so far from be- 
ing discouraged, exulted in the other’s 
chains, and earnestly pressed him to a firm 
perseverance. In this city also, Ignatius 
met with many Chtistians of the neighbour- 
ing country, who had assembled to bid him 
adieu and impart to him encouragement. 
To requite their kindness, and afford them 
further instruction and establishment in the 
faith, he wrote letters to several churches; 
one to the Ephesians, another to the Mag- 
nesians, a third to the Trallians, in which 
he particularly exhorts them to avoid the 
heretical doctrines which had arisen in the 
church. He sent a fourth to the Christians 
at Rome, to acquaint them with his present 
state, and his earnest desire not to be hin- 
dered in, that course of martyrdom, which 
he was now hastening to accomplish. 
He next arrived at Troas, where he was 
not a little refreshed by the news, that the 
persecution against his beloved church at 
Antioch had ceased. Messengers were sent 
hither from several churches to salute him ; 
and hence he sent two epistles, one to the 
church at Philadelphia, and another to 
the church at Smyrna. From Troas the 
company sailed to Neapolis, in Macedonia, 
and thence to Philippi. From this place 
they travelled on foot through Macedonia 
aud Epirus till they reached E,pidaunum in 
Dalmatia. Sailing thence, and stopping on 
the voyage at Rhegium and Puteoli in Italy, 
they finally arrived af Ostia, the port of 
Rome, 16 miles from the city, where many 
of the Christians were ready to receive 
him. When some of them mentioned the 
severe death that awaited him, he express- 
ed a ‘pious indignation,’ and entreated 
them to place no obstacle in his way to the 
crown to which he was now hastening, 
Having been conducted to Rome, he was 
presented to the prefect of the city. While 
preparation was making for his martyrdom, 
ignatius and the brethren that resorted to 
him, improved the time to pious purposes ; 
he prayed with them and for them, hearii- 
ly commended the state of the church to 
the care and protection of our blessed Sa- 
viour, and. earnestly solicited heaven, that 
the persecution might be stopped, and Chris- 
tians blessed with love towards each other. 
That his punishment might be the more 
pompous and puodlic, one of the solemn fes- 
tivals, the Saturnalia, was fixed upon as the 
time of his execution, when it was custom- 
ary to entertain the people with the bloody 
conflicts of gladiators, and the fights of wild 
beasts. He was accordingly brought into the 
amphitheatte, and the lions being let loose 
upon him, he was speedily devoured. ‘his 
event occurred about the year 108. The 
throwing of persons to wild beasts, was ac- 
counted among the Romans, ‘inter summa 
supplicia,’ and was never practised but with 
the most despicable malefactors. As such 
the Christians were generally esteemed, and 
80 uniformly were they devoted to this kind 
df death, that, according to Tertullian, upon 
any frivolous pretence, or if a famine or an 
earthquake happened, the common cry was, 
‘Christianos ad leones? away with the 
Christians tothe lions. Among the mourn- 
ful spectators of the death of Ignatius, were 
the two deacons, Philo and Agathopus, who 
had also been the companions of his journey, 
The Christian charch sustained a great 
loss in the death of so useful and excellent a 
person as Ignatius ; for he was a good man; 
one in whom the spirit of religion eminently 
dwelt ;.and in accordance with his own ex- 
pression, this.love was crucified,’ his appe- 
tites and desires were crucified to the world, 
and ail its lusts and pleasures» He wasa 
diligent and faithful pastor, and possessed a 
true and unchangeable love for his people ; 
and when torn from the m in order tohis mar- 
tyrdom, there was no church to which he 
wrote, but he particularly begged their pray- 
ers to God for his churcl at Antioch. As 
he knew that the prosperity, of. the church 
was no less affected by heresy within, than, 
by violence and persecution without, he took 
every occasion to warn his brethren of se- 
ducers, those beasts in the shape of men, who 
had ever 
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~ As amar tyr, he gave a higher testimony 


length and tediousness of the journey, to) he was raised above cither the Jo 





his fidelity, and to the truth of that religion 
which he both preached and practised. 7 
gloried in his sufferings as his honour and ' 
his privilege, and looked upon chains, as he 
calls them, as his jewels and his or 


fear of the present state, and conld with as! 


the way, and lay the corner-stone of every 


be laid. 
I might appeal to the mere moralist-——to 


Ciceros and Platos—but to men who, unlike 


al 


ays; ears to me not to be susceptible of doubt. 


He! edifice of human happiness, or it never will| The principle apon which the Society is 


founded, is liberal and comprehensive, and 
it would seem to be entitled to wuivers#l ap- 


naments:) the man who delights in,the décencies.of life |probation, Hereall the various sects which 
ve or the | and the courtesies of refitted society—-tothe have divided and distracted the Christian 


world from the days of the Apos'les, may 


nae ease and freedom lay down his life, ashe | them, believethat when the curtain of death | meet as upon neutral ground, and wnite in 
could divest himself of his garment. ‘Though | fails, it closes the last scene of our existence, one comthon. purpose. The Bible is equally 


the death which he wasto suffer was present- | 
ed to him in the most liprrid form, and was 
enough to startle the fib fest resolution, vet 
these circumstances could make no impres- 
sion on ‘his impregnable adamantine mind.’ 
‘ Let the fire, (said he) and the cross, and the 
assaults of wild beasts,the breaking of bones, 
cutting of limibs, battering of the whole body 
in pieces, yea, and all the torments which 
the devil can invent, come upon me, so ] muy 
but attain to be with Jesus Christ.’ And yet 
this exccllent person was humble to the low- 
est degtee of abasement ; .he often professes 
that he looked upon himself as the very least 
of the faithful in the whole church of An- 
tioch ; and though it was his utmost ambi- 
tion, yet he did not know whether he was 
worthy to suffer for religion. 

The character of his epistles given by Po- 
lycarp is, that ‘ they contain in them instruc- 
tions and exhortations to faith and patience, 
whatever is necessary to build us up in the 
religion of our Lord and Saviour.’ 
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From the New-York Observer. 
SPEECH OF ISAAC C. BATES, ESQ. 


At the Anniversary Meeting of the Ameri- 
can Bible Society, May 12, 1825. 


President Carnahan, of Princeton, having 
moved, that the thanks of the Socicty be 
given to the President and Vice-Presidents, 
for the continuance of their patronage and 
support, Isaac C. Bates, Esq. of Northamp- 
ton, (Mass.) in seconding the motion, ad- 
dressed the meeting as fellows: 

1 rise to second the motion of the reverend 
gentleman from Princeton, and familiar as 
1 have been with the business of an incon- 
siderable brarich of this Society, and accus- 
tomed as I have been to contemplate the pa- 
rent institution with gratitude and with ve- 
neration, I have to confess to you, Sir, that I 
fee! myself oppressed by the unanticipated 
realities of the present scene. ‘Lhe details 
upén which I had intended to dwell, do not 
rise to the dignity, nor would they sustain the 
interest, nor accord with the elevated fcel- 
ing, of the occasion. The heart must bring 
hither its offerings, and the understanding 
its results, without tracing the process by 
which they are prepared and evolved. 

Sir, the heathen gre destitute of the Bible ; 
and in the few remarks which I design to 
make, my position will be, that we ought to 
send it to them—a truth which (although I 
have never heard any man Ceny it) exerts a 
practical influence vely disproportionate to 
its magnitude and importance. 

It would be an impeachment of providence 
to suppose that the heathen are tabe for ever 
shut out from the blessing of a divine reve- 
lation ; that the eye is to be for ever quench- 
ed to the light that was designed to light 
every man that cometh into the world ; that 
the angel of peace is never to soothe, nor 
the voice of mercy to reach them ; but that 
the ‘ book of Knowledge’ is to be, to them 
emphatically, ‘an universal blank.’ And it 
is not a debateable question whether we 
ought to send it to them; it docs not come 
within the range where opinions may differ, 
where they may or can differ. A doubt 
here touches the foundations of the Chris- 
tian religion, and subverts the foundations of 
our hopes, of all our hopes that are better 
than a spider’s web. It sets mari afloat with- 
out chart or compass, sun or star, upon an 
ocean without a limit, and upon a destiny, 
whither! or what ! 

Sir, the human mifd needs a support. 
The great masters of antiquity, of the Gre- 
cian and Roman schools, sought it in philo- 
sophy. And they brought to the search a 
maturity and perfection of judgment, and a 
strength of resolution, and they poured up- 
on their way a blaze of intellect, which none 
can hope to surpass and few to equal; yet 
their search ended ,23 you well know, in ¢cn- 
jecture merely. 

The hations of the earth have sought it 
in idolatry... They have arrayed some ob- 
ject with imaginaty powers to sustain and 
to save them, and they have rested upon it, 
because nature demanded it. And we seek 
the same thing in ten thousand objects that 
constantly elude our grasp. and disappoint 
our hopes. And every morning watch, when 
the mind is not pre-otcupied, forces upon 
us the conviction that all is not right within ; 
that there has been an avulsion of the soul 
from the stock to which it belongs, and that 
it must be re-united with it ; that its own 
powers, immortal as they are, are insuffi- 
cient to stistain it; and it goes abroad like 
the dove from the hand of our second pro- 
genitor, and finds repose no where else but 
‘m the ark of safety—the Bible. 


But this argument, fouyded as it is upon a 
fact to which the experience of every being 
of the family of man bears testimony, and 
incontestible as it is, therefore, and control- 
ling as it ought to be, at nevertheless be 
yielded; and the appeal may be made to 
the Patrict—to the man who loves his coun- 
try and his kindred, and «ho loves to see 
his fellow man, what his Master designed 
he should be, the master of himself. “Let 
the Bible be universally read and under- 
stood, and it would emancipate the human 
family. ‘fhere is not a throne of despotism 
upon the earth that would not tremble 





hen begun to corrupt the simplici- |’ 


‘its foundations: The principles of the 
are those of civit as wéll as of religious 
y, and they must precéde and prepare 


fall alike upon the soul and upon the body, 
and ends the light andthe life.of both. 
Let the precepts ah commands of the 
Bible be received, respected, and obeyed, 
and they would give a new character,—new 
features, and new beauty—to the aspect of 
things, They would give new integrity to 
the intercourse of life; new stability to 
plighted faith; new . brightness to earls 
hupes ; new purity to earthly joys; and 
awaken strains of new and unknown sweet- 
ness along the face and among the discord- 
ant spheres of our world. They would 
throw over it a new arch of glory, and 
moisten it with the dews, and irradiate and 
cheer it with scarcely less than the hSht of 
the first morning. 

But, Sir, when the appeal comes to be 
made to the Christian—to the man who be- 
lieves that we shall survive the grave, and 
that the character whicli is formed here 
shall endure hereafter—the motive rises to 
a heiglit, and stretches to a breadth im- 
measurable and inconceivable, vast as that 
which is denoted by eternity, and immortal- 
ity with all its joys and glories brightening 
and brightening for ever acd ever. Oh! 
Sir, if to such men thie appeal be made in 
vain, if the heart is not warmed and tite 
hand opened, were La clergyman I would 
say, “let us examine ourselves.” If there 
be a cause, in which men can engage, that 
can “raise a mortal tothe skics,” and, 1 
may add, too, “tor bring an angel down,” 
this is that cause. 

Sir, the Heathen are destitute of the 
bread of life, and we must send it to them. 
Lhe obstacles in the way of it, many and 
great as they certainly are, so far from pre- 
senting a discouragerient, constitute the 
foundation for ati unanswerable appeal to 
you for accelerated and increased exertion. 
Every effort relaxed, and every mite with- 
held, prolongs the empire, if it does not 
widen the dominion, of darkness. Should 
the ‘concentrated efforts of Christendom 
produce no perceptible effect for a half cen- 
tury, we are nevertheless so much nearer 
the accomplishment of our object; not in 
point of time merely, but there will remain 
so much less to be done by others if not by 
bs, by the next generation if not by this. 
The field must be enclosed and cleared be- 
fore it can be cultivated. Delay only post- 
pones, accomplishes nothing. Those who 
expect that national prejudices, confirmed 
by habit and strengthened by any sentiment 
of religion true or false, will yield at once ; 
that the heathen will be converted ina day 
or an age, will be disappointed. The light 
will dawn upon tliem as the sun rises upon 
the natural world, at first imperceptibly, 
then gilding here and there an elevated 
point, until at length it will dissipate -all 


of 


and a jubilee among all people. And not 


damb sing.” 


kept them so long from an expression of 
their thanks to the President A sab et 
venerabile nomen !) and to the 


Society, that will rise upon future genera- 


this land a radiance of richer and more en- 
during glory, than any thing else, and than 
every thing else of which we boast, unless 
it may be our system of free government. 
I therefore second the motion of the Rev. 
Presiderit from New-Jersey. 


SPEECH OF THE HON. JAMES KENT. 
At the Anniversary meeting of the 
Bible Sorte 

In seconding a motion of Col. R. Vatick, 
expressing the respect and reverence of the 
Society for the memory of General Clark- 
son, the late senior Vice President of the 
Society, Chancellor Kent observed! 

In seconding this motion, I would beg 
leave to avail myself of the occasion, to ex- 
press my humble sense of the inestimable 
vale of the object for which we are as- 
sembled, and of the gratitude -vhich we 

to the Founders and Patrons of this 


American 


owe 





darkness, and awaken a chorus of all hearts 


unlikely the duration of the dawn will bear 
a stricter analogy thah we imagine, to that 
of the night which preceded «. But the 
indications of Providence give every thing 
to hope, and nothing to despair. What 
means, permit me to inquire, this shaking 
among the natiohs, but that the barriers 
in the way of your access to them may be 
removed, the compacted fabric of their 
superstitions disjointed, and the portals of 
theirtemples thrown open ? What this break- 
ing up of the old foundation of despotism 
but that man is to be disenthralled? What 
ireans this mighty assemblage of moral 
powerthroughout the Christian world, guid- 
ed, as it were, by a self-created energy to 
a single object ? Sir, the iron is softening in 
the fire, while Providence is sending the 
smith tothe anvil. Man is not to be forever 
at war with his Maker, The period will 
arrive, when he shall return to his allegiance, 
like the prodigal to his father’s house, and 
a voice of love shall greet him, and the 
paternal arm shall encircle him, and the 
ceaseless and cloudless benignity of a 
father’s smiles Shall bless him. ‘Then, Sir,— 
QO! then indeed, Sir, shall the “lame man 
leap like au hart, and the tongue of the 


Something more I would have said; but 
I owe dn apology to gentlemen for having 
ice-P resi- 
dents who preside over the concerns of a 


tions with more majesty, .and shed over 


|adapted to the wants and. infirmities of 
Vevery human boing. Itisetwe vehicle of the 
1 aaa viwful truths, which are at the 
same time of universal appl ation, and ac- 
'companied by the most ethcacious sanc! ions. 
No other book ever addressed itself so au- 
thoritatively, and. seo pathetically, to the 
judgment and moral sense of mankind. Te 
| contains the most sublime and fearful dis- 
plays of the attributes of that perfect Being 
who ‘inhabiteth eternity,’ and pervades and 
coverns the universe. It brings life and im- 
mortality to light, which, until the pub- 
lication . of - the Gospel, were hidden trom 
the scrutiny of ages. This gracious reve- 
lation of a future state is calculated to solve 
the mysteries of Providence in the dispensa- 
tions of this life, to reconcile us to the ine- 
qualities of our present condition, and to in- 
spire unconquerable fortitude and the most 
animating consolation, when all cther con- 
solations fail, in the midst of the abodes. of 
age, disease and sorrow, and under the pres- 
sure of the sharpest pangs of human misery. 
The Bible also unfolds. the origin and the 
deep foundations of depravity and guilt, and 
the means and the hopes of salvation through 
the mediation of the Redeemer. Its doc- 
trines, its discoveries, its code of morals and 
its means of grace, are not only overwheim- 
ing evidence of its divine origin, but they con- 
found the pretensions of all other systems, 
by showing thenarrow range and the fetble 
efforts of human reason, even wien under 
the sway of the most exalted uncerstanding, 
and enlightened by the accumulated trea- 
sures of science and learning. 
‘The Scriptures resplendent with these 
truths, we have good grounds to believe, 
are to be brought home to the knowledge 
and acceptance of every people, aud to car- 
ry with them the inestimable blessings of 
peace, humanity, purity and happiness over 
every part of the habitable globe. _ 
_ The general diffusion of the Bible is the 
most effectual way to civilize and humanize 
mankind ; to purify and exalt. the general 
system of public morals; to give efficacy 
to the just precepts of international and mu- 
nicipal law; to enforce the observance of 
prudence, temperance, jastice, and fortitude, 
and to improve all the relations of social 
and domestic life, 

It is well known, that there exists a sys- 
tem of moral duties which are considered 
to be of imperfect otbeatiog. because they 
are not within the cegnizince of human 
laws. Such, among others, are the duties of 
charity, benevolence, gratitude, the domes- 
tic affections, truth, fidelity, and the love of 
our neighbour, These are necessarily left 
by human lawgivers in a great degree to 
the government of conscience. Rut the 
Bible takes notice of all such duties, It 
most pointedly condemas every species of 
cruelty, unkindness, uncharitableness, self- 
ishness, and hardness of heart, and it comes 
in aid of the civil Jaw. by the universality 
and the precision of its commands, and by 
the energy. and the severity of its denuncia- 
tions, 

Human laws labour under many other 
great imperfections. ‘They extend to ex- 
ternal actions only. They cannot reach the 
catalogue of crimes, which are committed 
without any witness, save the all-sceing eye 
of that Being whose presence is every 
where, and whose laws reach the hidden re- 
cesses of vice, and carry their sanctions to 
the thoughts and intents of the heart. In 
this view, the doctrines of the Bible supply 
all the deficiencies of human laws, and lend 
an essentiil aid to the administration of 
justice. ‘ 

The institution of Bible Societies upon a 
large and liberal plan, and free from the in- 
fluence of political and sectarian policy, 
may therefore be justly regarded as noble 
sak munificent daindations of charity, of 
which the history of the world prior to the 
preseat age, had not afforded any adequate 
example. Zhe British and Moreign Bible 
Society took the lead in this glorious career, 
and it has shedunfading lustre on the British 
name and nation, Its Course has been. crown 
ed with transcendent success, By means of 
the commerce, the colonies, the arts, the 
learning, and the astonishing resources of 
Great Britain, versions of the Bible in al- 
most all the languages of the Eastern Con; 
tinent have been circulated throughout the 
world. She has lavished her treasures and 
dispersed her agents in this great cause, as 
far and as wide as the region of commerce, 
Nothing can be more truly cheering to the 
friends of mankind, than the contemplation 
of the progress of this universal dominion 
of Christian charity. It seems to be accel- 
erating the fulfilment of that early prophe- 
cy, that all the families of the carth should 
be blessed. Tt is a conquest infinitely sur- 
passing in lustre and in value the transient 
splendours and disastrous monuments 
military fame. ‘The success, which has at- 
tended the circulation of the Scriptares will 
be as durable as it has been illustrious. The 
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encouragement and are under the strongest 
ligations to future exertion. Phe station 
which this Society occupies in this sc 9p 
hemisphere, and as the representative of 4 
great national interest, 1s lofty and com- 
manding, and it carries with it @ eer 
pondent responsibility. The renee 
the United States, to which our guardian 
care more particularly applies, are — 
mense extent, and the population whic: 
they enclose, increases with amazing rapidi- 
ty: The tide of emigration is-rolling west- 
ward with an irresistible momentum. Phe 
whole of the immense valley of the Mis- 
bissippi, with its tributary waters, Is filling 
up as by enchantment, with an enterprising 
and hardy race of men, who will eventually 
ople all the majestic solitudes of the 
western world; and it is most earnestly to 
be desired, that they may be enabled to car- 
with them, hot Only the arts of civilized 
life and the genius of our free institutions, 
but the Gospel itself in its simplicity and 
urity, over every lofty barrier, until they 
shall have reached the shores of the Pacific 
Ocean. It is difficult to contemplate, with- 
out emotions of awe and reverence, the 
magnitude of the duty which this Society 
has in charge,—to see that the circulation 
of the Bible keeps pace with the increasing 
demands of our country. 

Nor ought we fo be unmindful of the 
wants and wishes of the other nations of 
this new world, who seem to have a domes- 
tic claim to our sympathy and assistance. 
Most of them have recently emancipated 
themselves from the yoke of civil tyranny, 
and they are preparing to burst the bands 
of superstition, to diffuse the means of edu- 
cation, and to awaken as from the sicep of 
death into the light and liberty of the 
Gospel. In estimating the extent of our 
own duty, it ought not to be forgotten that 
Providence has blessed our country with ex- 
traordinary prosperity, and raised us rapid- 
ly to an exalted pitch of national glory; We 
are at this moment commanding the admi- 
ration of the world, by the magnitude, the 
rapidity and the solidity of our international 
improvements, and the spirit of enterprise 
which is every where in action. We are 
driving a foreign commerce over every sea 
where tide waters roll, and winds can waft 
the flag of our Nation. The Constitution of 
the United States, is looked up to, by all the 
people of this new coritinent, as a model of 
excellende and imitation. This Society is 
therefore but just entering upon its vast 
career of usefulness and duty, and it is in- 
cumbent upon us to see that our exertions; 
“grow with our growth, and strengthen with 
our strength,” and continue commensurate 
in areasonable degree, with our means and 
our character. 


hitherto done wonders, and we ought not on 
this occasion to withhold the public ex- 
pression of our gratitude to the distinguish- 


ed individuals who have given to this Socie- | Schools,” embracing 38 schools, with 528 
ty their munificent patronage, their disin-| teachers, and 3,052 scholars ; and the “Sun- 
_ Ser" : : =i) day School Union Society,” which reports 
And considering the particular motion which | 58° schools, 616 conductors, and 4,430 schel- 
I have the honour to second, I would beg} ars. 
leave respectfully to unite with the gentle-| jars into the treasury on joining the Union. 

The other eight auxiliaries in this State, are, 
humble tribute of respect and reverence to/« Guilford Sabbath School Association,” 
the memory of the late senior Vice Presi- | « painted 


terested services and thei ardent zeal. 


man who has preceded me, in adding my 


dent of this Society, with whom [I had the 


versal love and esteem. No person ap- 
peared to me to be more entirely exempted 
from the baneful influence of narrow and 


nently distinguished in the whole course of 


his Life for benevolence of tempet, for], 
purity of principle, for an exact and zealous | ; 
discharge of duty, for simplicity cf man-| eryilie 
ners, for unpretending modesty of deport-|, ; 
ment, and for integrity of heart. It was his}, 


business and delight to afford consolation to 
the distressed, to relieve the wants of the 


needy, to instruct the ignorant, to reclaim |, 
the vicious, to visit the fatherless and the} hands of the Lord 
- ’ 


widow in their affliction,and to keep himself 
unspotted from the world. Such a portrait 
is not to be drawn from all the records of 
heathen antiquity. It presents an elevation 
of moral grandeur “ above all Greek, above 
all Roman fame.” It belongs to Christiani- 
ty alone to form and to animate such a 
character. 


From the New-York Observer. 
AMERICAN SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION. 
We are indebted to the politeness of the 


Editor of the American Sunday School | aries, embracing 27 schools, 189 teachers, 
Magazine, for a copy of the first annual re-| and 1736 scholars. Sunday schools in this 
port of the American Sunday School Union, | State, by legislative provision, 
which was a to the Society at their }twenty cents a year for each white scholar. 


mecting in Philadelphia, on ‘Tuesday of the 
present week. 


guine expectations of its founders. 


stance has occutred during the year to dis- 
courage their most exalted hopes, or to 
abate in the least the ardour of their zeal. 
The plans which have been projected have, 
to a great extent, received the prempt and 
efficient aid of the public: and, although 
some schools have been prevented by cir- 
cumstances from attaching themsélves tothe 
Society, they think it cannot be long before 
the advantages of a connexion with the 
Union will be solicited by every Sabbath 
School in the land. 

Daring the year, the Directors have had 


in their employ for different portions of 


time, six missionaries, who have been suc- 
cessfully occupied in establishing new Sab- 
bath Schools, visiting old ones, reviving and 
encouraging such as were languishing, or- 
ganizing auxiliary unions, explaining the 
objects of the Society, and by all proper 
means extending its influence and useful- 
ness—LI'wo monthly publications, devoted 
to the objects of the Society, have been 
issucd under the direction of the Board: 
the American Sunday School Magazine, a 
valuable and inte work, which con- 


tains a full account of ali the proceedings ot 
repository of useful 


Connected 
with Suaday School cperations; and the 


ally de- 
these 
gia 


the Society, and is a 


and able discussions of subj 


Leacher’s Offering, which js 
signed for children. ‘Lhe first 
lications has more than 1000, and the 


more than 2000 subscribers. Besides these 
periodical works, the Board have published 
51, 


+ 


i 


c 


persons were added to the church. 
single school in Newark, it is said, that 
within the last six months, 25 teacliers, and 
20 scholars have become hopefully pious. 


From this documeht we} auxiliaries, with 41 schools, 591 teachers, 
learn, that the Society has proceeded thus!and 3,096 scholars. 
far with a success equal to the most saf-j flourishing Sunday schools in Maryland, 


: _ ‘The|not connected with the American Sunday 
Directors say, that not a single circum- | School Union. 


on the 9th of September, the first State 


organized ; and a committce for each of 
the seven counties of the State, was ap- 
pointed to carry the plan into effect. 


auxiliary in the town of Salem, consisting of 
6 schools, 128 teachers, and 630 
In Newburyport, Sabbath Schcols were cs- 
tablished 
scholars, under the care of 96 teachers. A 
report from Boston states, that there are in 
lars, under the care of 300 teachers. 
scholars, 14 have professed religion within 
the last three months, and two are in a 
course of preparation for the holy office: 
An auxiliary State Unien is about to be 
formed in Boston. 


siderable number of schools, but there are 
none in connexion with this Society except 
four in the town of Providence, containing 


last, six schools were estalilished by the 


dy formation of an auxiliary State Union in 


forms the second State Union in connex- 
ion with this Society. It already numbers 30 
auxiliaries. 


: ’ have become auxiliary to the American 
With the blessing of Heaven we have) Sunday School Union during the past year. 


Of these, the most important are two, in 
the city of New-York: 


“ Columbia and Green county Sunday School 
honour to be acquainted, and whose pure|{tpjon.? « Albany Union Sunday School 


and excellent character had excited uni- | Society,” “Geneva Sabbath School Union,” 


; “burgh Sabbath School Society.” 
selfish considerations, or who pursued more | auxiliaries have under their care 1% schools, 


steadily and successfully the vivid lights of} embracing 1,887 teachers, and 12,786 schol- 
Christianity and philanthropy. He was emi-} arg. 


Sabbath schools of the congregation; and 


generally, ancl preparing the way for the 
ll 


care of the Society, containing 3,792 teach- 
ers, and 28,228 scholars. 


of whom 7,494 belong to this Society. 


Plan of proceeding, 2000 Hymns in sheets, 
650 receiving books, 11,000 Alphabeticai 
cards, and 3500 copies of the Seventh An- 
nual Report of the Sunday and Adult School 
Union ; amounting in all to 1,082,650 Books, 
Tracts, and Tickets. All these publica- 
tions, before they were issued from the So- 
ciety’s press, had passed under the careful 
revision of a commitiee of frublication, con- 
sisting of five persons of different Christian 
denominations. ‘Ihe large demand for the 
Society’s publications has induced the 
Board to adopt the use of stereotype 
plates, and they have already procured 
plates fot about one thousand pages.—The 
following is an abstract of that part of the 
report which relates to 


Sunday Schools inthe United States. 


Maine and Vermont.—The Society has no 
auxiliaries in these States. The Directors, 
however, have a missionary now labour- 
ing in Vermont, and expect the happiest 
results from his exertions in their service. 

-Vew-Hampshire.—At a meeting of the 
General Association ef New Hampshire, 


Sunday School Union in this country was 


Massachusetts—-The Society has one 
scholars 


in’ 1817, and now contain 780 


that city, 23 schools, containing 2100 scho- 
Of the 


Rhode- Island.—T his State contains a con- 


621 scholars. In the month of November 


minister of Warwick, in that place and its 
Vicinity ; containing upwards of 500 scho- 
lars ; and there is reason to expect the spee- 


Rhode-Island. 

Connecticut-—~A Sunday Scliool Union; 
embracing the whole State, was organiz- 
ed in Connecticut a few months since, and 


New- York.—Ten socicties in this State 


the “ Female 
Union Society for the Promotion of Sabbath 


Each of these auxiliaries paid 350 dol- 


Post Female Sabbath School,” 


‘Oneida county Sabbath School Union,” 
‘Washington Sabbath School,” and * New- 
The ten 


Vew-Jersey.—In this State there are 46 
xiliaries, 30 of which report 100 schools, 
,072 teachers, and 8,014 scholars. Jn Som- 
about 100 young persons have been 
nited to the church, who were either as 
eachers or scholars connected with the 


tis stated that the knowledge imparted in 
hese schools was a great means in the 
of enlightening society 


zreat revival of 1822, when upwards of 200 
Ofa 


Pennsylvania.—in this State there are 
170 auxiliaries, and 397 schools under the 


In the city of 
Philadelphia alone there are 8,453 scholars, 


Delaware—Vhis State reports 15 auxili- 


receive 
Maryland.—In Maryland there are 14 


There are also many 


Virginia.—This State has 24 auxiliaries, 
embracing 45 schools, 476 teachers, and 
3,476 scholars. ‘The Board have a mission- 
ary now labouring in this State. 

North Carolina~In North Carolina the 
Board have 9 auxiliaries, 37 schools, 289 
teachers, and 2,292 scholars. 

South Carolina—This State reports 4 
auxiliaries, 21 schools, 189 teachers, and 
1,311 scholars. 
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ers, and 1,567 scholars. 
society. 


zeal of its pastors, there is 
expect a large increase. 


and 2,605 scholars. 
From a comparison of all 
appears that there are no 


lars. The whole number 
scholars who have become 
during the year, cannot be 


institutions. 


their care, make « total of 


Union which proposes to e 


other schools, containing, 


scholars. 


the West Indies, is esti 
Through the agency of an 
gyman in Hayti, Sunday sc 


that island. 


Depository of .tie Americai 
Union. 


EUROPE. 


7537 schools, 74,614 teacl 
305 scholars. 


lars. 
ASTA. 
its isles, and the number of 


AFRICA. 


about 3000 scholars. 


posed to contain about 1000 
POLYNESIA. 


LION. 


ful recognition, that there 


pose of united prayer to 
mercies, 
throughout the world. L 


will be more than 100,000 


After a tribute of respec 
of the late Divie Bethune, 


tians to increased diligence, 
the ground of the rapid 


fort to counteract the tende 
this circumstance to moral 
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Daniel Sharp. 





Georgia—In Franklin county there is 
one atxiliary, containing 14 schools, 124 
teachers, and 811 scholars, Measures have 
been taken to form a “Georgia Sunday 
School Union,” auxiliary to this Suciety. 
Alabama.—Alabama has one auxiliary, 
from which no report has been received, 
Mississipfi—ln this State there are 2 
auxiliaries, containing 3 schools, 24 teach- 
ers, ahd 163 scholars. Ina_ school at 
Natchez, of 14 teachers, seven have become 
hopefully pious during the last year. 
Louisiana.—Has no auxiliary. 
Tennessee—Pas two auxiliaries; three 
schools, oJ teachers, and 281 scholars. 
Kentucky.—-Reports 4 auxiliaries, 77 
teachers, and 641 scholars. ‘There isa 
rospect of the speedy formation of a State 
nion in Kentucky. 
Ohio —Has 5 auxiliaries, 15 schools, 218 
teachers, and 1,440 scholars. Seven new 
auxiliaries have also recently been estab- 
lished by a missionary in the employ of the 
Board. In Cincinnati, a town of 15,000 ins 
habitants, there are 8 schools and 900 
hofars. 


Sc. 
Indiana,~-R aux + 8 teach- 
oes ars en 
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nerves, and wasted his 


Ganized at St Louis on the 6th of March. 
This Union embraces 56 schools, 188 teach- 


Florida.——-In this territory, measures 
have been taken to establish an auxiliary 


Michigan Territory<Has one auxiliary, 
18 teachers, and 143 scholars ; and from the 


District of Columbia.~Reports 3 au xili- 
aries, embracing 26 schools, 447 teachers, 


with the Society, 321 auxiliaries, 1150 
schools, 11,295 teachers, and 82,697 scho- 


certained, but the Board say that they have 
ascertained, that more than ¢wo thousand of 
the teathers and one thousand of the scho- 
lars; belonging to their schools, have joined 
the church since their connexion with these 
‘Che number of Sunday scho- 
lars in our country, not connected with the 
American Sunday School Union, according 
to the estimate of the Directors, is about 
45,000, which, added to the 82,000 under 


scholars in the United States, 
BRITISH AMERICA. 
Montreal is the seat of a Sunday School 


ence over both the Canadas, and there are 
already 4000 scholars ; chiefly belonging to 
this establishment. In the province of /Vo- 
va Scotia, there is a Sunday School Union of 
458 scholars ;—and the schools of Vew- 
foundiand number not less than 858 :—be- 
sides which, there are in British América 


those which have been mentioned, about 7000 


WEST INDIES. 
The whole number of Sunday scholars in 


very recently founded at several places on 


SOUTH AMERICA, 


At Buenos Ayres, a Sunday. school, which 
has been in operation since March last, 
has been supplied with hooks from the 


In Great Britain and Ireland, there are 


On the continent of Europe, re 
there are only about 10,000 Sunday scho- 


There are many Sunday schools estab- 
lished by missionaries in this continent and 


mated at not less than 15,000. 


There are Sunday schools at Liberia, Si- 
erra Leone, Capetown, and the vicinity, 
and in the African islands, containing, in all, 


AUSTRALASIA: 


There are at New South Wales, and Van 
Dieman’s land, several Sunday schools, sup- 


The Sunday schools established by the 
missionaries in the Society and Sandwich 
islands, contain not less than 1500 scholars. 
As the result of the whole, it appears, 
that the namber of scholars in all the Sab- 
bath schools in the world js about oNE MIL- 


Sabbath Sehool Concert.—On this subject 
the Board say, *‘ it is a fact entitled to thank 


among, Sabbath school teachers in different 
parts of the country, to meet om the second 
Monday evening of each month, for the pur- 


in behalf of Sunday 


become general, and the period will not fail 
to arrive, when instead of 1,000,000, there 
000 in training 
for Heaven, by means of Sabbath schools. 


concludes with an urgent call upon Chris- 


country, and the necessity for unwearied ef- 


From the Christian Watehman. 
BAPTIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY OF 


Twenty-Third Anniversary. 


The annual meeting of this Society was 
heki on Wednesday morning, at half-past 
8 o’clock, atthe First Baptist meeting house. 
‘The Report was read by the Secretary, Rev. 
It embodied much missiona- 
ry information, which could not fail to cheer 
the hearts and encourage the labours of the 
Society. Inthe places where the Gospel 
had been published by the missionaries, 
tokens of the divine presence had been 
manifested ; and many a desolate heart in 
the wilderness of oar country had been 
made glad in the salvation of God. 
feet of them that published redemption 
through the blood of the Lamb were truly 


numbers were brought to-rest their souls on 
Christ. Some striking instances of success 
were narrated in the journals of the mission- 
aries. In one district. of country where 
were about 75 families, 150 persons had ex- 
perienced a lively hope of eternal glory ; 
and the preacher, who had been the instru- 
ment of much of this blessedness, had the | represented to be very small in the different 


eldest children down the banks of Jordan. 
Rev. J. M. Peck, the indefatigable mission- 
ary in the States of Hlinois and Missouri, 
was extending his useful exertions with re- 
He has established se- 
veral Bible Socicties, and 30 Sabbath 
schools, in which one thousand children are 
receiving that instruction, which may fihally 
issue m their eternal felicity. 
says, there is much work in his vicinity. for 


were sent, he might obtain one 
He from the people there. 
“ Have you,” says he, ‘‘ no young student, 
es, weakened his 


plication, who wishes to complete his edu- 
cation and restore his streiigth by travers- 
ing our wilderness, and doing the duties of 
a missionary ?—No young man ought to be 
considered as fitted for the ministry, till he 
has spent one or two years iri this self-deny- 
ing service!” 


Maine, remarked : . 

“ About thirty years ago, the first Asso- 
ciation was forriied in Maiue, called the Bow- 
doinham A‘ssociatior ; and consisted of three 
churches. ‘he meeting was held in a barn. 
The ministers present expressed a hope that 
they should live to see as many as six 
churches. Now there are in the State of 
Maine, five Associations ; some of them con- 
taining more than fifty churches ; and al! of 
them contain nearly two hundred churches, 
and riearly twelve thousand members. Dur- 
ing the last year; there were several revivals 
in different parts of the State; and two of 
the Associations had an addition of five han- 
dred to each. The whole number convert- 
ed arid connected with the Baptist churches, 
is probably about two thousafid ; and the 
whole number in the State including other 
denominations will probably amount to tliree 
thousand, during the last year. Ic is re- 
markable, that for five or six preceding 
years, there had been very few revivals, 
and the additions to the churches; did not 
equal the decrease by deaths, &c. At the 
present time, there is a Revival in Bath, 
and about fifty or sixty have been convert- 
ed ; and about fifty in Fayette ; and about 
sixty or seventy in Belgrade ; and smaller 
Revivals in other towns. The charch in 
Hallowell have received nine the present 
month ; about twenty or thirty others en- 
tertain a liope, who have not yet professed 
religion ; and there is a prospect of at ex- 
tensive reformation.” 

The Rev. Mr. Jacobs, of Cambridge, re- 
marked on the wonderful increase to the 
treasury of the Lord, which a more univer- 
sal exertion of pecuniary assistance would 
afford. Inthe limits of our State there ate 
12,000 communicants. ‘The little pittance 
of one cent per day from each, the stm 
contributed by an individual trientioned in 
the annual account of the ‘Treasurer, would 
raise more than 40,000 dollars per annam. 
And if we ask five mills per day, will any 
one, he* inquired, plead inability ? Let each 
one do this; and lay a necessity on the Mis- 
sionary Society to increase their labours in a 
tenfold ratio. 

After the unanimous acceptance of several 
motions, the following persons were chosen 
officers for the current year. 


Rev: ‘Thomas Baldwin, D. D: President. 
* Joseph Grafton, Vice President. 
Daniel Sharp, Secretary. 
Mr. Ensign Lincoln, Zreasurer. 
Trustees—Rev. E. Williams, L. Bolles, 
N. W. Williams, S. Gano, €. Train, B. Ja- 
cobs, F. Wayland, G. F. Davis, C. O. Kim- 
ball, E. Nelson, H. Jackson, A. Fisher, 
Messrs. H. Lincoln, L. Fatwell, J. Loring. 
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Summary of News. 
FOREIG.NN. 


LATEST FROM EUROPE. * 


By the brig Monroe, Captain Humphries, 
which arrived at New-York fgom Galway, 
on the 26th u}t. Dublin and Galway papers, 
containing London dates one day later than 
by forftier arrivals, have been received. 

A correspondent of the Dublin Morning 
Post, of April 23, says, the Catholic Bill 
will not pass this year, but he thinks it will 
next. 

Accounts from Milan, of April 7, indi- 
cate the meeting of a congress of Sove- 
reigns at that place the present season. 
Quarters for Diplomatists, from Russia, 
France, Prussia, Denmark, Spain, &c. are 
fitting up, and two or three Sovereigns are 
expected. 

The Bishop of Armagh has been sum- 
moned to atiend the Committee of the 
House of Lords, to be examined in relation 
to the Catholic question. 


In the House of Commons on the 22d, 
leave was given, after some debate, to bring 
in a bill regulating the Elective Franchise 
in Ireland—(favourable to the Catholics.) 

‘The House was also some time engaged 
on the proposition of the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, for reducing the duties on spi- 
rituous liquors. 


Burmah.—Captain Saunders, of the ship 
George, which arrived at Salem, on the 24th 
ult. in the short passage of 100 days from 
Calcutta, has favoured the Editor of the 
Salem Register with files of Calcutta pa- 
pers up to the 4th of February last. 

The war with the Burmese still continu- 
ed. The papers are filled with accounts of 
the operations of the British armies invad- 
ing that Empire, of the movement of 
troops to reinforce them, and contain the 
particulars of several encounters with the 
Burmese, in all which the British forces are 
represented to be successful. The head 
quarters of the British at the latest date, 
were at Rangoon, but divisions were ad- 
vancing in different direttious, and the main 
body were expected soon to move towards 
Ava, the capital of the Empire: The Bur- 
man prisoners stated, that the loss of the 
Burman army, from tle Ist to the 15th Oc- 
tober, fat which last date a great battle was 
fought near Rangoon, when the Burmese 
were completely routed and dispersed) 
amounted to 15,000 men, with the whole ot 
their artillery, &c. Notwithstanding thesé 
defeats, the Burmese were stated to be nvak- 
ing the greatest exertions to rally their 
scattered troops, and to collect af immense 
force to renew the attack upon tlre English 
at Rangoon. The English force at that 
place was stated at 12 to 15,000 Europeans, 
and 3000 natives. ‘The loss of the British is 
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multitudes, and 


leading his six | actions, but the death of several valuable 
officers is lamented in the papers. In this 
number we regret to state is Sir A. Camp- 


bell, the Commander in Chief. 


Peru.—Guayaquil papers to the 19th of 
March, and Lima to the 10th, have been 
received in New-York. By them it appears, 
says the Commercial Advertiser, that Ola- 
neta and a body of Royalists still hold out 
in Upper Peruy notwitstanding the reports 
of his having agreed to the capitulation. 
a man suitably |The Peruvian Congress opened their ses- 

sion on the 10th 


Mr. Peck 


sth. Bolivar has again been invested with 
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The * Nation's Guest (5 
ette arnved at Washington, P 
on the 24th ult. where he wie ne 
every ‘emonstration of renee! 
tude. On Tuesday Morning he 
to Brownville, arid from thence is 
town, which he reached at 6 O'clock i 
evering. On the 26th he left Union j 
residence of Mr. Gavatin, where hes 
posed spending a day. On Tharsda 
last he was to lodge at Braddock’; ! 
reach Pittsburg on Monday Morning | 
The following extract from alates { 
gs to a gentleman in P 
nishes sOme mtcrestin i : 
tion to the General’s beoge brke vt 
which occurred to the Steam-box 
chanic, mentioned in our fast, 4 Ap 
the lost trunks is that which contained 
the papers which I had preserved ¢ 
my journey—all my letters to be anys 
——and a great number of answers whs 
had prepared during twelve days nat 
tion. ‘This loss throws all my conp 
dence into confusionI have aot 
single memorandum—aad as to every 
anterior to the shipwreck, I mas p 
the indulgence of my friends, 


“TI expect to be on the 2th of 29th 
month at Pittsburg, and arrive at Ba 
on the 16th June, by thewway of Alban 
hope to be at New-Yorkon the 4tirof 
thence go to Washington, taking Phi 
phia inmy way, to take leave of several 
spected friends, and embark for Pratt 
the 15th of August.” 


Detaware and Ruriton Canal~Accs 
from New Brunswick state, that $13,00) 
were subscribed to this canal befor 
books were closed on the 25th inst 
reasurer of New Jersey has receirt? 
bonus of $100,000. But four shares of 
stock were subscribed whilethe books 
open at Trenton. 

Ohio Canal.—At a meeting of the 0 
Canal Board of Commissioners, it waste 
ed that the ceremony of breaking 
be fixed for the 4th of July next, ad 
the President of the Board be instrugtt 
invite, by letter, Governor Clinton, #5 
York, to be present and deliver a « 
on the occasion. 


Welland Canal.—Mr. Geddes, 
been lately engaged in strrveying the! 
go river, and was a lthg time gat 
the Erie Canal, has proceeded t0 ¥ 
Canada to decide the termination d 
Welland Canal. He was appoiatedt 
station by Governor Clinton, to whom # 
left to appoint a surveyor to 
tion of that caital, which has 10 
bone of contentich among the 1ahave 
Niagara, and thie 12 mile creek. 


Large Trees.—The Great ens 
Common, has occasioned notices é 
trees of cqual size in other pars 
Cemtry. ‘lhe Boston Elm isnear ; 
circumference. The Charter Oak, #2 
ford, is 22 feet. There are 9) 
Button-woods of immense sizé in ost 
ern region. An old Chesnut tree r 
in Stuy versant’s woods, near the 
York, is more than 22 feet ncre@h’™ 
in Northampton, Massachusetts 
is 21 feet, another 22 feet, and & 
feet in circumference. And B® 
there is one of 22} feet, and one 









ia. WAYLAND’S SERMON 
ve have perused Mr. Wayls 
on the “* Duties of an Ame 
» The repute of his discour: 
will, we doubt not, secure 
‘ensive circulation. ht will 
+ them.to a cothparisen, if 
iy-peasonable to make one 
the standard by which al 
productions shall be judge: 
yo is accustomed to litera 
with the fact, that 
ss. propitious occasions, 
" r yariqus like caus 
elious power, to elevate the 
in tina flight, which, at o 
ars unattainable. . 
fe need not say, thatthe sern 
are marked by sound an 
pari and adorned by much 
But the subject is not < 
is the manner in which it 
ticilarly striking. “The styl 
“4 than that of the Sermon 
Missions, Occasional i 
taped detection, and | 
rrepects, some evidefice o! 
Toaristhe close, there is a p 
tehborately finished, that t 
in which the Iliad an 
ompared, in reference to 
ing the ininds and f 
mracters of meh. We admire 
five whiting, but we wish t 
rhid been omitted. Wee; 
iestion the fact, of the m 
ye to the Iliad ; and we 
t whatever beneficial oper: 
May have, on the human « 
Stet accomplish its work t 
tly tothe understanding ; | 
laste with its eloquence, at 
, imagination with its unr 
: from the influ 
PSpirit, the Bible, with : 
yand grandeur, woul 
4 ly little power over t 
Mr. W. would not, of 
t but nts argument is lis 
” to imply, that the Bil 
1 on its owh m 
boa ne. Canons of critic 
* hs effects hy the Same 
\ take occasion to re 
“Sof these Discourses. 
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SABBATH sCHooL wx 
~'Y was formed in 
va meeting of Delega 
_ ols, in vatious parts 
. cilled the Massachu 


Captain Partridge’s ey a Union. - 
islawre of Connecticut, With © GAR object ‘ " 
Rberality, has exempted the AMS”) MAM pa eo Union a 
erary, Scientific, and Military Sau € opening of 


and prosperity of 


Captain Partridge, from taxation, 7 
5 Nithin the limits of 


students from militia duty. 













































Useful Example—At-a ae 8 Ry Positories for supply: 
the Philadciphia Agricultural 9 rh $on the low 
following resolution was unaniavosl) | , rer adele 

Resolved, That a gold medal of ee dr lean . and religic 

red a3 a Pre iy eS Others ; and 
of fifty dollars, be arly wit, 
the person who shall conduct te ia, nD the American 
of a farm in Pennsylvania, oo Philadelphia. 
scale, for two years, wage: ch? BP NA 0 . 
ing irdent Spirits to De rt, | RSs bes 
ty, unless thé same be preset ibe! aed bd i 
sician, 








Alabama.—We learn that a s8°"0) 
Lhe made the present season, FO : 

a canal to connect 1 rps 7 
by uniting the waters of Mae y exe 
Coosa rivers. The nce tN a 
ed, is-only 93 miles, and the 67, 





















_ a Dictator until the meetin 


of 
Ith by intense ap- A next Congress, which is fixed for 


ation 10 
\orfoly Bi 
ICO, eby 7 
: the forty 
he, add 
dgor, 4 
sy Peay] 
wMer . 
Tied ang 
] res 
ONViction 


hooner 
iy 
formed 
NY -eighg 
rlish Cutt 
he pu 
the la : 
he actig 
WAS age, 
1 the 


served ¢ 
© be ans 
iSwers w 
e days n 
my ¢ 

¢ not 
to ever 
[ must 


1 OF 29th 
rive at 
of Atbs 
sty Df 
ing Phi 
gyn 
for Frat 


iat $13,0¢ 
sth inst. 

is rece 

» shares ¢ 
the bor 


g of the 
'S, it wasn 
aking 
next, ané 
ye instruc 
lirton, 
ver an 


ides, wh 
ying the 
me engag 
eded to t 
ination ¢ 


i] 


THE 








| 4, 1825. 


Se 


en 








7 GSStING GOS 
; ge PR ?’ 





gHINGTON CITY, 
: pcRDat JUNE 4, 1825. 


— 


a . . 
ak sposTLE pETER. 
Tas oon 1 eae <6 4 doni- 
+ yr correspondent © 4 
i 3 e? eer 
ae put the nature of the subject 
a , of numerous “quthorities. 


s ; 
“ag citatlo" ms 
- inly verv strong, in fa- 


fence’ is certa 
Ps. pasition. 
i jived and died at Rome, 01 
to us to he of little conse- 
ans . . alien 
has been maguified into impeor- 
iu 


‘The question itsell, 


ue Pete 


the partisans of the Catholic 
jof the Apogtilic succession, on 
yg, and by Protestants on the 
tier hav? endeavoured to de- 
F. the pretensions of their op- 
» denying the fact, that Peter 
awh But this is a par- 
cxgment of the firm ground, 
4 he Protestant is entitled to stand. 
gras full evidence, that Peter 
oj died at Rome; as that Paul suf- 
styriom ther¢, the claims of the 
.eburch would remain as invalid as 
sae, Inallour inquiries, we ought 
nied by a pure love of truth, un- 


a avreference to the results to 
v ‘ 


4 at Rome 


fey may conduct us. 
ig, WAYLAND'’S SERMONS. 
ye perused Mr. Wayland’s Ser- 
aie “ Duties of an American Citi- 
b Tie repute of his discourse on Mis- 
yi, we doubt not, secure for these, 
waive circulation. It will, however, 
vibem to a cothparison, though it is 
wasmable to make one successful 
ie yandard by which all succeed- 
jriusions shall be judged. Every 
wis accustomed to literary toils is 
wih the fact, that particular 
- propitious occasions, congenial 
wd various ike causes, have a 
ius power, to elevate the mind, atid 
tna fight, which, at other times, 
sunattanable. 
wei mt say, thatthe sermons before 
ptarked by sound and vigorous 
Mand adorned by much elegance of 
, Butthe subject is not a novel one, 
the mamer in which it is treated 
putly striking. The style is less po- 
tmthat of the Sermon on the Dig- 
pilisions, Occasional inaccuracies 
ted detection, and there is, in 
iycls, some evidetice of haste. 
imithe close, there is a passage—the 
mately finished, that the Sermons 
which the Iliad and the Bible 
utd, in reference to their effects 
sthe ininds and forming the 
isofmen, We admire classic taste 
Ming, but we wish that this pas- 
Mikenomitted. We are disposed 
mathe fact, of the mighty effects 
‘to the Iliad ; and we are certain, 
Matever beneficial operation the Bi- 
have, on the human character, it 
“womplish its work by appealing 
mothe understanding ; by delighting 
vith its eloquence, and transport- 
ghation with its unrivalled poet- 
med from the influences of the 
the Bible, with all its truth, 
and grandeur, would have com- 
H litle power over the minds of 
t. W. would not, of course, deny 
‘ his argument is liable to be un- 
“imply, that the Bible is placed, 
on its own merits, subject 
ow Canons of criticism, and left 
Ntflects by the Same process. 
Mulltake occasion to republish a few 
Md these Discourses. 
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“BBATH SCHOOL twiow. 


“Y Was formticd in Bostan, last 
. meeting of Delegates from Sab- 
i Vatious parts of the State, 
hin the Massachusetts Sabbath 
ects f this Union are declared to 
Me the opening of new, and the 
and Prosperity of old Sabbath 
te the limits of this State 3 to 
; ‘ones for supplying the schools 
books on the lowest terms pos- 
Alen — and encourage each 
' and religious instruction 
% eared and to correspond 
ot American Sunday School 
phia. 
ig 
ala OF THE PRESZYTE- 
THE U. STATES. 


i, Assembly met on Thursday, 
[Pens Philadelphia, in the 
J Was church, Waslsington 
, | pened with a sermon by 
Mthing, 7 the Moderator, from 
sal Te x, But we preach Christ 
’ ay vy. Dr. Rowan, of the 
Ne Rey ae York, was chosen Mod- 
yy M’Dowel, of Elizabeth- 


Clerk, in the place 
serena > and the Rey, Dr. 
stethporary clerk. 











COLUMBIAN STAR. 








COLLATERAL BIBLE, 


Mr, Samuel F. Bradford, of Philadelphia, 
proposes publishing by subscription, “ The 
Collateral Bible, or a Key to the Holy Scrip- 
tures, in which the corresponding texts are 
brought together into one view, and arrang- 
ed in a familiar and easy manner : By Wm. 
M’Corkle, assisted by the Rev. Ezta Stiles 
Ely, the Rev. Gregory T. Bedell, and the 
Rev. Thomas H. Skinner. It is to be com- 
prised in five quarto volumes, containing 
about 800 pages each: For the tonvehierice 
of subscribers; the work will be deliveted 
in guarter volumes, handsomely ptitted on 
superfine medium paper, at one dollar and 
fifty cents edch, making six dollars per vol- 
ume. ‘Td those who prefer to reccive it in 
volumes, the price will be seven dollars per 
volumhe, handsomely bound atid lettered.” 
The whole will be completed in about two 
years, 

Mr. M’Corkle, who is riow in this city, 
has shown us a specimen of the work. It 
is handsomely exeeuted, and we have to 
doubt, that it will deserve the patronage of 
the public. The utility of a comparison of 
parallel passages is self evident ; and if the 
collation be executed with even a tolerable 
degree of judgment, the student of the Scrip- 
tures Cannot fail to derive from it valuable 
aid. 


The first anniversary of this prosperous 
institution, was celebrated on Tuesday even- 
ing, the 24th ultimo, in the large Chutch, 
on Washington Square, in the city of Phila- 
delphia: Every seat in the house, says the 
Philactlphian, was occipied at an early 
hour, and many were. obliged to stand dur- 
ing all the exercises and services of the 
evening. The audience throughout exhibit- 
ed the mest decisive marks of their deep 
interest in the concerns of this great Nation- 
al Socicty. A number of addfesses were 
made by various gentlemen, among whom 
was the Rev. Dr. Staughton, President of the 
Columbian College in this District. A sum- 
mary of the facts stated in the annual re- 
port will be found in the preceding page. 


To the Editor of the Columbian Star. 
In compliance with the request of “A 
Subscriber,” who wishes to know what evi- 
dence we have ‘ that the Apostle Peter ever 
saw Rome,’ the reasons for such a belief are 
how presented. It is readily acknowledged 
that ‘many’ have doubted that Peter ‘la- 
boured and suffered martyrdom at Rome ;’ 
yet it is equally true, that the contrary opin- 
ion has been advocated by many learned 
writers, such as Cave, Bishop Pearson, Le 
Clerc, Basnage, and particularly by Doctor 
Lardner. 

By referring to “ Rodinson’s” History of 
Baptism; in his Review of the Apostolical 
Churches, we fiad the following naked as- 
sertion: “It doth not appear that Peter, 
who alone mentions the church at Babylon, 
ever was at Rome. The whole evidence of 
his being at Rome rests on the testimony of 
Papias, whose tales even Eusebius has hard- 
ly credulity enough to transcribe.’ ‘Thus 
we see that Robinson ‘plainly denies that 
Peter ever saw the city of Rome.’ It will 
appear in the sequel, whether this assertion 
has been made on good authority. 

The following testimonies of aticient writ- 
ers are selected from the works of Dr. Lard- 
ner, by whom the subject is amply discuss- 
ed. We begin with Clement of Rome, who 
wrote an Epistle to the Corinthians, before 
the year of Christ 70, as some think, or 
about the year 96, as others suppose. 
In that Epistle are these expressions. ‘ But 
not to insist any lonver upon examples of 
formet times, let us come to those worthies, 
that arte nearest to us, and take the brave 
examples of our own age. Through zeal and 
envy they who were the most righteous pil- 
lars of the church, have been persecuted 
even to a cruel ceath. Let us set before 
our eyes the excellent Apostles. Peter 
throigh unrighteous zcal, underwent, not 
one or two, but rhapy labours, till at last be- 
ing martyred, he went tothe place of glory 
that was due tohim. ‘Through zeal Paul 
obtained the reward of patience. Seven 
times he was in bonds, he was whipped; he 
was stoned. [He preached both in the East 
and inthe West. And having taught the 
whole world righteousness, and coming to 
the borders of the West, and suffering 
tiartyrdorti under the Governors, so he de- 
parted out of the world, and went to the most 
holy place, being a most eminent pattérn of 
patience. 

“ Tothese men, who lived a divine life, 
was joined a great multitude of choice ones, 
who having undergone through zeal many 
reproaches and torments, became an excel- 
lent example among us.” 

From these passages of Clement it has 
been urged; that Peter never was at Rome. 
Dr. Bardner makes the following com- 
ments! “First. It seems to me that Cle- 
ment gays, Peter and Paul suffered martyr- 
dom at Rome: For speaking of the greet 
multitude of the elect, who had been an ex- 
cellent example of patietice among them, 
meaning the Homans, he says, they were 
joined to or with the good Apostles, before 
mentioned. Therefore the Apostles had 
suffered in the same place. Certainly Cle- 
ment, who wrote this, did not think that Pe- 
ter died in Babylon in Mesopotamia, and 
Paul at Rome in yealy. Secondly. The rea- 
son why Clement so particularly mentions 
St. Paul’s travels, probably was, because 
the extent of his preaching was very re- 
markable. And it is likely, that Clement 
refers to Rom. xv. 19. Thirdly. His omit- 
ting to speak of Petef’s travels, is not a de- 
nial of his having travelled a great deal. Nor 
does it imply that he hadnot been at Rome. 
St. Paul must have been twice in the west, 
and at Rome, if he suffered martyrdom 
there. But Clement does not say. so, though 
he knew it very well 3 as did the Corinthians 
likewise. But when we speak or write of 
things well known, (as these things were 
at that time,) there is no need to be par- 
ticular: It was sufficient, if Clement men- 
tioned such things, as would render his ex- 
hortations effectual. Upon the whole; I can- 
not but think, that these passages Of Cle- 
ment beat a testimony to the martyrdoms 





both of Peter and Paoly ahd that at Rome, 
ers cannot be evaded.” 
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Ignatius, about 108, writing to the Romans, 
says: “ I do no. commarid you, as Peter and 
Paul: They were Apostles, I am a condemn. 
ed petson.” Ignatius mist have supposed, 
that the Christians at Rome had been in- 
structed by Peter as well as by Paul. 

» ie The Preaching of Peter, or of Peter and 

aul,” a book composed about the middle 
of the second century, makes menticn of 
Peter’s being at Rome in this manner, as 
cited by Lactahttius! “* After his resiitrec- 
tion, Christ opehed to his disciples all things 
that should come to pass, which thitigs Pe- 
ter and Paul preatiied tit Rome.” ‘There 
is anothet latge Quotation of this book in 
the Author of Rebaptizing, written abbdut 
256, wiiere it is stipposed that Peter and 
Paul were together at Rome. 

Dionysius, bishop of Corinth about 470, in 
a letter to the church of Rome, inseribed to 
Soter their bisho»», as cited by Eusebius ; 
takes notice, “that Peter and Paul going to 
Italy, taught there and suffered martyrdom 
about the same time.” 

Irenzus, atiout 178, speaks of the church 
of Rome, ‘as founded and established by 
the two great Avostles, Peter and Paul.’ Jn 
another place he says, ‘ that Matthew. wrote 
his Gospel while Pete and Paul were 
preaching at Rome, and establishing the 
church there’ LIrenzus, who was as likely 
to know as most persotis; had no doubt about 
these things ; and some of his arguments 
with heretics are partly built upon them: 
well knowing that they could not be con- 
tested, and that they were generally al- 
lowed. 

According to Clement of Alexandria, 
who flourished about the year 194, the 
Gospel of Mark was written at the desire 
of Peter’s heartrs at Rome. 

Tertullian; about the year 200, and after, 
often speaks of Peter’s being at Rome, and 
teaching there, and suffering martyrdom to- 
gether with Paul, or about the sanie tiie. 

Caius,. abot 212, observes that in his time 
were to be seen at Rome; the tombs of the 
Apostles Peter and Paul, who had establish- 
ed that church. 

Origen, about 230, as cited by Eusebius, 
says, that Peter having preached in Pontus, 
Galatia, dnd other places, at lerigth came 
to Rome, where he was crucified. 

Cyprian, at Carthage, about 248; and af- 
terwards, always supposes the church of 
Rome to have been established by Peter. 
So likewise does Firmiliani, in Cappadocia, 
in his letter, written in 258. 

Lactantius, about 306, in his Institutions, 
ascribes the death of Petet and Paul to Nero; 
at Rome. 

The sanié Lattantitis, or whoever is the 
author of the book of the Deaths of the Per- 
secutors, is very clear, that in the reign of 
Nero, Peter came to Rome, and that by his 
order Peter was crucified, and Paul also put 
to death. 

Eusebius; in his Demonstration; in his Ec- 
clesiastical History, and in his Clironicle, 
bears witness to the sarme things. In the 
former he says, that “ Peter was crucified 
at Rome with his head downward, and Paul 
beheaded.” In his Ecclesiastical History, 
speaking of Nero as the first petsecutor of 
the Christians, he say?,that “he put to 
death the Apostles, at which time Paul was 
beheaded at Rome, and Peter crucified, as 
history relates ; and the account is confirm- 
ed by tie monuments still seen in the ceme- 
teries of that city, with their names inscrib- 
ed upon them.” In another chapter of the 
same work, he says, that “ Linus was the 
first bishop of Rome after the martyrdom 
of Paul and Peter.” 

Athanasius supposes both Peter and Paul 
to have suffered martyrdom in that city. 

Ephraim the Syrian, about 370, says that 
Peter taught at Rome. 

Epiphanus says, that “ Matthew wrote 
first, and Mark soon after, being a compa- 
nion of Peter and Paul, as the first Apostles 
and bishoris of Rome.” 

Jerome’s opinion is well known from his 
article of St. Peter, in his book of Illustrious 
Men, where he says, that “ Peter was cru- 
cified at Rome in the fourteenth year of Ne- 
ro’s reign :” ‘and from his chapter of Saint 
Mark, whom he calls the disciple and in- 
terpreter of Peter, and says, that at the de- 
sire of the brethren at Rome he wrote a 
short Gospel, accerding to what he liad 
heard from Peter. 

Chrysostom says, that Peter having been 
at Antioch, afterwards went to Rome: In 
another place he says, that after Peter and 
Paul, Ignatius also suffered martyrdom at 
Rome ; and he thinks it a wise disposal of 
Providence, that so many should bear the 
most signal testimony to the truth in a place, 
which was then the chief seat of impiety 
and superstition. 

According to Sulpicius Severus, who 
wrote about the year 401, Paul arid Peter 
suffered martyrdom at Rome in Nero’s per- 
secution. 

Prudentius, about 405, has several times 
celebrated the martyrdoms of Peter and 
Paul at Rome. ‘Tohim may be subjoined P. 
Orosius, about 416. 

Theodoret, about 423, well observes, that 
though Nero put to death two of the prin- 
cipal Christian lawgivers,; Peter ad Paul, 
he could not abolish their laws. 

Augustine and many others speak to the 
same effect. We would add, for the pur- 
pose of showing how general this tradition 
is, that Abdias Babylonius, in his Apostolical 
History, supposes Peter to have been at 
Rome, and to have. suffered martyrdom 
there. 

Ur. Latdner observes in conclusion, “ nor 
can any of my readers forbear to recollect 
the general, and almost unaninious testimo- 
ny of ancient writers concerning St. Mark : 
that he was a disciple of St. Peter; that his 
Gospel is the substance of St. Peter’s 
preaching; and that it was written at Rome. 

“It isnot needful to make many temarks 
upon this tradition. But it is easy to ob- 
serve, that it is the gener4l, uncontradicted, 
disinterested testimony of ancient writers, 
in the sevetal parts of the world, Greeks, 
Latins, Syrians. As our Lord’s prediction 
concerning the death of Peter fs recorded 
in one of the four Gospels, it is very likely 
that Christians would observe the accom- 
plishment of it; which must have been of 
ancient times. Never any other place was 
named Besides Rome; nor did any other 
city ever glory in the martyrdom of Peter, 

‘It is not for our honour, nor our inter- 
est, cither as Christians, or Protestants, to 
deny the truth of events, ascertained by 
early and well attested tradition. If any 
make an ill use of such facts, we are not 
accountable for it. We are not, frem the 
dread of. such abuses, to overthrow the cre- 


dit ot all history ; the consequence of which 
would be fata!. 
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“Fables and fictions have been mixed 
with the accounts of Peter’s being at Rome ; 
hut they are net in the most early writers ; 
they have been added since. And it is well 
known that fictions have been joined with 
histories of the most certain and ini portant 
facts.” 

. “A Subscriber” informs us that Peter's 
“ first Epistle was written from Babylon of 
Assyria, (1 Pet. v. 13),” and he adds, “ Dr. 
Gill thinks he resided in that city.” Now, 
Sir, 1 would ask upon what alithority this 
Statement has beech made. Learned men 
have long and warmly disputed, whether 
Babylon, mentioned ih the close of the first 
E\pistle of Peter, is to be understood literal- 
ly or mystically, as a city of the same name 
in Assyria, or Egypt, or Rome, or Jerysalem. 
Grotius, Whitby, Lardner, Macknight, 
Hales, and others, are of opinion, that by 
Babylon, Peter meant, figuratively, Rome, 
which city is called Babylow by the Apostle 
John (Rev. xvii. xviii.) “This opinion is cOh- 
firmed by the general testimony of antiquity, 
which is of no small weight. From the to- 
tal silence of ecclesiaStical history, it is not 
probable that Peter ever visited Babylon in 
Chaldea or Assyria. “ A learned writer of 
our time, (says Dr. Lardner) who contends 
he was there, and that his first Epistle was 
written at the Assyrian. Babylon, acknow- 
ledgeth, that from the Epistle of Peter aione, 
we have not any assurance of his having 
been at Babylon.” Mr. Horne fully coin- 
cides with the sentiments now advanced 
“rom a careful examination (says he) of 
the evidence adduced for the literal mean- 
ing of the word Babylon, and of the evi- 
dence for its figurative or mystical applica- 
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tion to Rome, we think the /atter was in- 
tended ;” and he offers several very satis- 
factory reasons. His last argument, as it 
more particilarly answers our present pur- 
pose, is transcribed. “ The Second Epistle 
is generally agreed to have been written 
shortly before Peter’s death } but a journey 
from Babylon to Rome, (where he unques- 
tionably suffered) must have employed a 
long time, even by the shortest route that 
could be taken. And Peter must have pass- 
ed through Pontus, &c. in his way to Rome, 
and therefore it would have been unnecessa- 
ry for him to write. Writing from Rome, 
indeed, the case was different, as he never 
capers to See them mere.” 

now leave your querist to judge what 
evidence we have that Peter ever saw 
Rome, “ aside from that which has come 
down to iis through the Hands of Catholic 
writers,” and remind him at the same time, 
that it has been foreign from my purpose, in 
the biographical sketches which have beea 
given, to enter into a discussion of unim- 
portant topics, about which men may hap- 
pen to disagree. 

ADONIRAM. 


To tie Editor of the Columbian Star. 
Dear Brotuer, 


I am much pleased with every institution 
that has for its object the advancement of 
hutnan happitess; and, whenever a new 
assecidtion is formed for this laudable pur- 
pose; I feel more than Half inclined, before 
I scrutinize its principles, to wish for it the 
blessing of Divine Providence. I conceive 
it to be my duty, however, to itivestigate, to 
the utmost extent of my ability; the objects 
and principles of any sdciety to’which I 
feel disposed to unite myself, and when satis- 
fied on these points, I endeavour to pursue 
the course which reason and my obligations 
as a Christian, indicate to be correct. I trust, 
that under propet convictions of heart and 
of understanding, I have become a mem- 
ber of the church of Christ, ahd united my- 
self to the ‘ sec?’ distinguished by the name of 
Baptists. I believe that the fenets which 
Gistinguish that body from other professing 
Christians, are agreeable to the plain decla- 
rations of Sctipture; and therefore wish to 
see them prevail,—not in word only, but in 
spirit and in truth. 

Soon after I became connected with the 
Baptist church, I joined, in the capacity of 
a teacher; a Sunday school belonging to it; 
wliich was superintended by exemplary 
brethren. It was the custom of the superin- 
tendents to distribute tracts among the chil- 
dren on the first Lord’s day in each month, 
‘as a reward for their attention. It was hop- 
ed, that these tracts might prové a means 
of producing in the minds of the children, 
and in those of their parents, a knowledge 
of their sinful condition, and a regard for the 
things that related to their eternal welfare. 


hopieless death, with practical reflections, 
were the particular characteristics of the 
tracts distributed: It was noticed, however, 
that sentiments were frequently introduced 
into them, which we did not, could not 
approve. 

‘Lhose tracts were published by a society 
which deprecated “ sectarian” principles: 
No doubt the members of this society be- 
lieved, that the motives which actuated 
them were catholic ; but the managers, in 
their desire to “‘ become all things to all 
men,” often gave offence to many. At 
length they issued a tract, in whicti the doc- 
trine of baptism was introduced: ‘Ihe sub- 
ject and the mode were both of them ¢on- 
trary to the principles which Baptists be+ 
lieve to be revealed in the volume of divine 
truth. ‘These tracts were purchased with- 
out suspicion by the managers of the school, 
were distributed as usual amongst the chil- 
dren, and their approbation was thus virtu- 
ally given to doctrines which their uniform 
declarations and practices condemned, 

As soon as the errour was discovered, an 
effort was made to obviate its improper ten- 
dency, and to prevent its recurrence. A 
numbet of the brethren, painfully convinced 
that honest differences of opinion should not 
be tampered with, and that the policy of 
“doing unto all men as we Would have them 
do unto us,” was the safest and the wisest, 
because the Christian policy, conceived tt 
idea of forming a ** Baptist Tract Society.” 
‘hey knew that the repugnance which was 
entertained by the great mass of Christians, 
to circulating the Scriptures -vith ‘ note” or 
“comment,” WaSINSUPERABLE. They could 
see no difference, as to the scope of certain 
doctrines, whether they accompanied a chap- 
ter or a book of the Bible from which they 
might be rationally deduced, or were isolat- 
ed in the pages of a religious tratt! ‘They 
could not consent to become tlie agents of 
propagating sentiments which their hearts 
did not approve ; neithér dit they wish to 
lead others into an érrour which they would 
themselves avoid. But it was far frém their 
desire to publish tracts for the purpose of 


provoking controversy. ir object was to. 





guarantee to their brethren, in the tracts 
which they shonld ab’ oat absence of 


Striking instances of happy conversion, or of 


————— 


what Baptists hold to be erroneous doctrines; 
to gain their confidence in this respect, and 
to secure their co-operation in diffusing the 
principles of divine truth, by these “ si- 
lent messengers,” In destitute regions, and 
amongst a certain class of people who live 
in societies vliere the medns of religious n- 
struction are easily attained, but culpably 
neglected. ‘They believed that their breth- 
ren, few of whom, comparatively speaking, 
had joined in this labour of love, did not 
lack zeal for thé cause of the Redeemer, nor 
sympathy for the condition of their perish- 
ing fellow men. They thought that their 
brethren only lacked confidence in the prin- 
ciples of the societies already in existence, 
all of whith; as far as they knew, had ori- 
ginatec in other denominations, and were 
under tlie Special management of persons 
who were not members of the Baptist 
church. They could not see any reason 
why the Baptists, more numerous than 
many other Christian bodies, and, in the 
knowledge which is unto salvation, not ob- 
viously inferior to other “ sects,” should stilh 
be dependent on those “ sects” for the tracts 
they might wish to circulate. An attempt 
was therefore made to forma Baptist Gen- 
eral Tract Socicty. The result, so fur, has 
proved that the opinions and reasdnings of 
the brethren who proposed the plan; were 
well founded. A number of societies, auxi- 
liary to the parent institution, have already 
been formed, and are forming. May the 
blessing of Almighty God accompany their 
mutual laours. _ a 

In feading ovet the remarks made by 
several of the gentlemen that addressed the 
persons who met in New-York a few days 
ago to form the new “ American Tract So- 
ciety,” I was struck with the mis-concep- 
tion which they entertained of each other’s 
motives and intentions in originating this so 

ciety. They all appeared to condemn, what 
I strongly suspect few of them would will- 
ingly abandon. But, if thev really think that 
the differences that exist in their sentiments, 
are of mo moment, why do they not set the 
world an example which shall coincide with 
these professions? Why do they continue 
to be members of distinct churches; whose 
confessions of faith contain esgefitial contra- 
dictions? Do they indeed believe that it is 
of no consequencé whether men understand 
and believe tlie hely scriptures, or observe 
the precepts they contain ?—do they «hold 
that mer May give a general assent to the 
truth, without understanding its character, 
or practising its precepts? If so, then may 
they be prepared for general operations— 
for catholic enterprises—but they may also 
be prepared for a surrender of that “-form 
of sound words” which belongs to the doc- 
trines of godliness, and of that ** faith,” for 
which we are exhorted earnestly to contend. 
I have been induced to make the forego- 
ing statement and remarks, by thé follow- 
ing paragraph. It appears in the New- 
York Observer of last Saturday, in which 
paper it is giver’ asa part of the speech of 
a Baptist minister, for whom I entertain the 
most sititere respect. After stating a few 
teasons, why he considered the “ National 
Society” superior to ‘all others, he said~ 
“ A National institution is also important, 
because it will frevent sectariariism. \t 
seemed to him almost a miracle, that this 
evil had been avoided in time past. But now, 
said he, we have an Episcopal Tract Soci- 
ety, a Methodist ‘'ract Society, a Baptist 
Society, and some societies had published 
two or three tracts of Presbyterian tenden- 
cy ; and soon; it was to be feared, religious 
controversy would be carri¢d on through 
these institutions. The National Society, 
though an infant; would fut forth its hand 
and strangle this monster.” 

I know rot what sentiment, held in com- 
mon by Baptists, this brother would relin- 
quish, or what particular distinguishing te- 
net he views with indifference ; nor dol 
know of any principle wherein we differ 
from other “ sects,” which they are willing 
to adopt in preference to their own senti- 
ment. J inclirté to the belief that there is the 
same difference, in most respects, among 
professors of the present day, that existed 
many years before the formation of this 
“ National Society,” and that many years 
hence they will continue to exist. I prefer 
to see the re/igious name of the tracts | may 
circulate, dn the title page of each, in pre- 
ference to any fiolitical designation, Which I 
consider altogether unmeéaning. 

For one, Mr: Editor; I contemn the prin- 
ciple, too common among religious men, 
which leads them to cry Peace, peace, when 
there is no peace. ff the doctrines which 
we believe were inculcated by our Lord and 
Master, are entertained by us in sincerity 
and in truth, what need have we to be 
ashamed of them? Shall we be mien pleas- 
ers? Shall we renounce the belief we pro- 
fess to entertain, and to the correctness of 
which many of our .brethren have borne 
testimony with their lives, in order that we 
may receive honour of men, and greetings 
in the market places? Far from our 
thoughts be every such unhallowed com- 
promise. Let us adhere firmly to those 
great and fundamental principles which we 
believe are laid down in the gospel of the 
Son of God, and leave the issue with him. 
Let us not attempt to forward our benevo- 
lent exertions for the eternal welfare of our 
fellow men, by “ cunning craftiness ;” but, 
in profession and action, endeavour to ap- 
prove ourselves to the world, as “ Israclites 
indeed; in whom there is no guile.” 

A Baptist. 


NEW POST OFFICES; 


A new post office has been ¢stablished at 
Adamsville, Washington County, New- 
York, and the Rev. Calvin H. Swain has 
been appointed Postmaster. 

A post office has recently been establish- 
ed at Moore's Praitie, Jefferson county, Il- 
linois. Daniel Wilbanks, Esq. has been ap- 
pointed Postmaster. 


—> @ S— 
MARRIED, 


On Thursday, the 19th ult. by the Rev. W- 
. Addison, Mr. Groner Adpigox Apams, to 
+4 pope ge daughter of Thomas G. Waters, 
- all o Geo town, D. Qos. Ril 
On Tuesday scone by the Rev. Mr. Haw- 
ley, Mr. Jawxs Hurron, to Miss Satoma Rica. 
On Tuesday eveni the Rev. Mr, Ryland, 
My Levi Warrs, Pt , to Mrs. Sanau Aun- 
stRone, both of this city. 


———— 


Tuesday night last, after an illness of long 
auratins Ea Shack af, the, Gopreme Cusmt of the 
i itak disten, which elfloe he had filled for 
number of years. 
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THE SOUL. 
Ry MonteomErr. 


What is the thing of highest price, 
The whole creation round ? 

—That which was lost in Paradise, 
—That which in Christ. was found— 

The soul of Man—Jehovah’s breath, 
That keeps two works at strife ; 

Hell moves beneath to work its death, 
Heaven stoops to give it life. 


God to reclaim it did not spare 
His well beloved Son ; 

Jesus to save it deigned to bear 

The sins of all in one; 

i The Holy Spirit sealed the plan, 
And pledged the blood divine, 

To ransom every soul of man ; 
That price was paid for mine ! 


And is this treasure borne below, 
In earthen vessels frail! 

Can none its utmost value know, 
*Till flesh and spirit fail ? 

Then let us gather round the Cross, 
That knowledge to obtain, 

Not by the soul’s eternal loss, 
But everlasting gain. 
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From the (London) New Monthiy Magazine for April. 
LETTERS FROM THE EAST=JERUSALEM. 


In an apartment a little on the left of the 
rotunda, and paved with marble, is shown 
the spot where Christ appeared to Mary in 
the garden.—Near this begins the ascent to 
Calvary : it consists of eighteen very lofty 
stone steps; you then find yourself on a 
floor of beautifully variegated slender mar- 
ble, in the midst of which are three or four 
white pillars of the same material, which 
support the roof, and separate the Greek 
division of the spot from that appropriated 
to the Catholics; these pillars are partly 
shrouded by silk hangings. At the end 
stand two small and elegant altars; over 
that of the Catholics is a painting of the 
crucifixion, and over the Greek is one of the 
taking down the body from the cross. A 
number of silver lamps are constantly burn- 
ing, and throw a rich and softened light 
over the whole of this interesting scene. 
The street leading to Calvary has a long 
and gradual ascent, the elevation of the 
stone steps is above twénty feet, andif it is 
considered that the summit has been remov- 
ed to make room for the sacred church, the 
ancient hill, though low, was sufficiently cou:- 
spicuous. 

The very spot where the cross was fixed 
is shown ; itis a hole in the rock, surround- 
ed by a silver rim ; and each pilgrim pros- 
trates himself and kisses it with the great- 
est devotion, Its identity is probably as 
strong as that of the cross and crown of 
thorns found a few feet below the surface ; 
but where is the sceue around or within the 
city, however sacred, that isnot defaced by 
the sad inventions of the fathers ?—Having 
resolved to pass the night in the church, 
we took possession for a few hours of a 
small apartment adjoining the gallery that 
overlooked the crowded afea beneath. As 
it drew near midnight, we ascended again 
to the summit of Calvary. The pilgrims 
one after another had dropped off, till at 
last all had departed. No. footsteps broke 
on the deep silence of the scene. At in- 
tervals, from the Cetholic chapel below, 
was heard the melody of the organ, mingled 
with the solemn chantings of the priests, 
who sung the death and sufferings of the 
Redeemer, This service, pausing at times, 
and again rising slowly on the ear, bad an 
effect mexpressibly fine. ‘The hour, the stil}- 
ness, the softened light and sound, above 
all, the belief of being Where He who“ so 
loved us” poured out his life, affected th< 
heart. and the imagination in a manner dif) 
cult tobe described. Hour after hour fled 
away fast, and we descended to the chamber 
of the sepulchre. How vividly the midnight 
lights streamed on evefy part; the priest 
had quitted his charge, and the lately 
crowded scene was now lonely. This was 
the moment above ail others, to bend over 
the spot, where ‘* the sting of déath and the 
terrors of the grave” were taken away for 
ever. 


Soon after daylight the pilgrims began to 
return, and continued their visits till the en- 
suing night. ‘The fathers lamented deeply 
the breaking out of the Greek revalation, 
and the internal war between the two 
Pachas, which have combined to diminish 
the number of pilgrims to less than one- 
fourth part of what it formerly was, as the 
journey is become too dangerous. Three 
or four thousand are computed to arrive 
every year, who afford a productive revenue 
tothe different convents: But this is in a 
great measure eaten up by. the heavy tax 
which the different orders are obliged to pay 
the Turks. 

One day we were favoured with an au- 
dience of the Armenian patriarch: He was 
seated on a low divan, in an elegant apart- 
ment; and his aspect was noble and vene- 
rable. This fine old man is second only in 
rank to the great patriarch Who resides in 
Persia ; he said but little, and that through 
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his interpreter; coffee and sweetmeats | 


were handed round. 


A grand procession of the three different 
orders took place one evening in the church 
of the Holy Sepulchre. It was curious té 
observe the spirit of vanity and rivalry dis- 
played on this occasion. First marched the 
Armenians hine_ times. slowly round the 
tomb, chid in the most splendid dresses ; 
the robe and tiara of the patriarch was lit- 
erally loaded with jewils. Filey bere ‘a 
number of silk flags, of various colours:’with 
scenes from the Scripture represented on 
them, and they sung as they ‘moved glon 
with a consciousness that the outvied ri 
brethren ity splendour 5 but the abomitia 
nasal sounds ‘they produced ‘did tiat ; 
its effect. The Greeks succeeds vinns 
less magnificence, and little better Siiking 5 
but the noble and intelligent expression. of 
countenance of their dignified ecclesiastics 
struck usexttemely ; they carried branches 
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of sucred flowers in their hands, which the 
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the Franciscans, who came last, complete- 
ly redeemed their dirty habits, coarse robes, 
and shaven crowns. 
* * * * . * 

We rode yesterday, accompanied by An- 
tonio, the young Catholic guide, to Bethle- 
hem, a distance of about six miles, The 
way led over a barren plain, for some dis- 
tance, till we arrived at the: monastery of 
St. Elias. Bethiehém soon came in view, 
Fon the arow of a rocky hill, whose sidesand 
feet are partially covered with olive trees. 
On the right, about a mile from the village, 
is shewn the tomb of Rachael! It has all 
the appearance of one of those tombs erect- 
ed often to the memory of the Turkish san- 
ton. After dining very frugally at the 
Franciscati convent, it being Lent, we visit- 
ed the church built by the Empress Hele- 
ha; itis large, and supported by several 
rows of marb!é pillars, but has a very naked 
appearance, Leaving the church, and de- 
scending thirteen stone steps, you are in the 
place that was formerly the. stable,where 
the Redeemer was born. There is no vio- 
lation of consistency in this, ad the stables 
in the East are now often formed im the 
same way, beneath the surface. Its present 
appearance is that of a groito, as it ishewn 
out of the rock, the side§ of which, how- 
ever, are concealed by silk curtains; the 
toof is as Nature made it, and the floor 
pated with fine marble. A rich altar, 
where the lamps.are ever burning, i$ erect- 
ed over the place where Christ was born, 
and the very spot is marked by a large 
silver star. Directly opposite to this is 
another altar, to signify the place where 
the Virgin Mary and her child received 
the homage cf the Magi; and over it isa 
painting descriptive of the event. ‘The se- 
cond visit we paid to Bethlehem was a few 
dayS afterwards; and the monks being 
either absorbed in sleep, or in their devo- 
tions, aS we could get no entrance to the 
convent, we found our way to the grotto 
alone, and remained there without any in- 
trusion. It is of small size, and not lofty : 
the glory, formed of marble and jasper, 
around the silver star, has a Latin inscrip- 
tion,—“In this spot Jesus Christ was bora 
of the Virgin Mary.” <A _ narrow passage 
leads to the study of St. Jerome; and not 
far off is shown his tomb, near to which are 
the tombs of St. Paula and another pious 
lady. Ascending again, you enter the 
churches of the Greek and Armenian or- 
ders, but there is nothing particular in 
either. Abouta mile down the valley to- 
wards the wilderness, is the field where the 
shepherds kept watch by night, when the 
angels announced the birth of our Lord. 
Two fine and venerable trees stand in the 
centre, and the earth around was thickly 
covered with flowers. It is so sweet anid 
romantic a spot, and so Well suited to be the 
scene of that high event, that it would be 
painful to admit a doubt of its i@entity.. At 
Bethlehem are sold the beautiful shells of 
mother of pearl, brought from the shores of 
the Red Sea; the surface is carved with 
various designs of the last supper and the 
crucifixion, by the inhabitants of the village : 
and they are purchased by the pilgrims. 
Sinali crosses, also, cut out of the shells, are 
carved in the same way. ‘The village con- 
tains about seven hundred inhabitants, who 
appear to live very meanly. At some dis- 
tance from Bethlehem, and in rather a de- 
solate spot, are the cisterns or reservoirs 
formed by Solomon to supply Jerusalem 
with water. They are three in number, 
and rise up the hill over each other, so that 
the waters flows down in a full stream from 
the highest, and descends from the lower 
oue into the vailey, and thence, assisted by 
a small aqueduct, passes, by a course of 
seven miles, into the city, which it enters 
immediately by a subterraneous passage. 
hese cisterns are sustained by strong but- 
tresses, and are of various sizes, the lower 
one being six hundred feet in length; they 
are evidently of the highest antiquity, and 
stand at present very much in need of re- 
pair. The spring that supplies them is not 
far off, and issues some feet. below the 
ground. From hence to Hebron isa dis- 
tance of seven hours: it is a large town; 
and a lurkish mosque is built over the cave 
where Abraham and Isaac were interred ; 
but it is scafcely possible to obtain admis 
sion into the mosque. We repented after- 
wards not having visited this towh, tlre most 
ancient in the Land cf Promise. 


It was easy to perceive, in the condition 
of the monks; that the habit of residing 
constantly about the sacred places took 
away all their novelty ; they go over the de- 
tail as heartlessly as if attending an exhibi- 
tion. Father Gmseppé complained bitterly 
of his having been obliged to sing and pray 
for three montis together in the church of 
the Holy Sepulchre, for the priests must 
take this duty im turn; and daring the 
time, soon after Cawn, of the celebration of 
high mass in the tomb of the Virgin Mary, 
one of the priests entered into a gay conver- 
sation, asserting that every man sliould be 
indulged with a couple of wives. ‘The ef- 
fect on them, at last, perhaps, of reli¢s, 
chants, and holy places, is similar to thiat 
produced on the old monk, by the sacred 
territory of Mount Sinai, who siid that for 
seventy years he had seen little but precipi- 
ces, sand, and sky. 


We returned to Jerasalem in the evening. 
Having sent to the Governor for permission 
t6 visit the Dead Sea, accompanied by a 
guard, he refused it very civilly, but deci- 
dedly.—In the present disturbed state of the 
country, he said, when the Pacha of Acre’s 
troops were’ besieging Naplous, only nine 
hours distant, and the roads were infested 
by sttaggiers from the armies, he could not 
be responsible for our safety ; and we must 
wait for more peaceable days. 


The places within the. watts of tlre city, 
which tradition would render sacred, are 
innumerable, Beneath the gate of Bethle- 
hem is showti the spot where Bethsheba 
was bathing, when the king Yeheld her from 
the roof of his palace, and the present 
tower of David 1s built on the site of the 
ancient edifice: A small distance within 
the gate of St. Stephen that fronts Olivét, is 
the pool of Bethesda; it is deep and dry, 
the sides and bottom overgrown with grass, 
and containing two or three trees. A 
wretched street leads from this to the Go- 
vernor’s palace; a spacious and rather rein- 
ons building, of Roman architecture ; it con- 
tains some good apartments, the windows: 





deemer stood, as his jeidge exclaimed, 


“Behold the man.” You, then proceed 
along the street where Christ bore his cross 5 
in which, and in the street leading up to 
Calvary, are the three places, w here, stag- 


geri eight, he fell. These are 
cage gracyshee tgp \} pillars laid flat on 


marked by three sma ‘ 
the cisundl.the very house of the rich 
man also ishere, and the spot where Laza- 
rus Sat at his gate. Our faith had been on 
the wane long before we lm accomplished 
the tour of all these places; for on what 
authority, save that of priesthood, can they 
possibly rest ; since the ancient City was so 
completely levelled by Litus nv @. WEEE 
invited one evening to join Ante iy of the 
Franciscans, i, a solemn visit togme sacred 
spots within the church of the Sepulchre. 
They were clad in white vestments, and 
carried each a long wax taper, one of which 
was given into our hands. The service 
was very impressive and the chanting fine, 
At every place rendered holy by tradition, 
they knelt for some time, till they entered 
into the chanel where Helena was interred, 
and then descended into the vault where the 
cross was found. The interior of the church 
of the Sepulchre is of great extent, as it 
centains, besides the sacred places, the 
chapels of the Franciscans, Greek, and Ar- 
menian orders.—The first are losing ground 
before the aspiring and intriguing spirit of 
the two other bodies—LThe Greek chapel 
is extremely rich, but has too great a pro- 
fusion of ornaments, The whole of Mount 
Calvary, and the lower ground about it, 1s 
inclosed within the ‘sacred church,” and 
surmoanted without by a large dome of a 
dark colour, which, from its conspicuous 
Situation, is visible in almost every view of 
the city. They performed in the Catholic 
chapel, one morning, a disgusting and re- 
volting ceremony. A young man was 
brought forth, meanly clad, and of a slen- 
der make, and a large cross being laid on his 
shoulders, he walked slowly round, followed 
by anumber of people. He putona sad 
countenance, and seemed to bend ant faint 
beneath the burden of the cross; and at 
every pause he made, there was a wailing 
and sobbing among the people; they at 
times knelt down, a monk prayed or chant- 
ed in a mournful tone, in which they all 
joined ; and thus the ceremoyy lasted for 
some time. 

It is beantiful to turn from such seénes to 
others wheve the faith is confirmed and the 
imagination delighted. Such is the fountain 
of Siloam: it rises about half way down 
Mount Zion, and gushes, from beneath a 
little arch nearly ten feet below the surface, 
into a small peol, about two feet deep. This 
is quite open, and the rocky siles of the 
spot are cut smooth: on the south side a 
flight of steps leads down to it; the water 
is clear and cool, and flows dowa the mount 
into the valley beneath to a considerable 
distance. At this stream the women of the 
city generally come to wash their linen, and 
its banks are in some parts shaded with 
trees. On a pleasant spot here, a poor 
Turk had brought his little coffee-shed, his 
pipes, and bread, to refresh the passenger. 
Down this romantic valley, watered by the 
stream from Siloe, was my favourite walk ; 
at the head of it the valleys of Hinnom aid 
Jehosaphat meet, and it winds between tug 
ged and desolate hills towards the-wilder- 
ness of St. Saba. It was trequented by few, 
One evening, I observed two poor Lurks, 
who were returni~g to their homes ; the 
hour of prayer being come, they quitted the 
path, and crossing the stream, knelt down 
side by side on its bank, in deep and silent 
devotion. It was infinitely strikimg ; and if 
weighed in the balance with the vain pro- 
cessions and vile ceremonies in the ill-fated 
city, which would be lightest in the accourt ¢ 
lo the north ef the town, and not very far 
from the walls, is the magnificent cavern, 
called tliat of the prophet Jeremiah.—Here, 
it is said, he retired to pour forth hisdamen- 
tations. <As far as size, gloominess, and 
grandeur go, it well merits its appellation ; 
it is held in no small regard, as the key of 
the gate is carefully kept. No spot could 
have been more suitable to the utterance of 
the woes against the devoted city, and the 
mournful and impassioned feelings of the 
imspired prophet. 

A pilgrim, however, who comes to the 
city, must set no bounds to his faith, as he 
is shown the place where the head of Adam 
was found, the rock on which the martyr 
Stephen was stoned, and the place of the 
withered fig-tree ; with the milk of the Vir- 
gin Mary, and some of the tears that St. 
Peter wept on his bitter repentance. Be- 
neath a large spreading tree down the val- 
icy, where the soil is rather elevated, is the 
place where the prophet Isaialr was sawed 
asunder.—Among the pilgrims was a Ser- 
vian and his wife, who had come a great 
distance from their own country to visit the 
Sepulchre. ‘This poor man was so enrap- 
tured at what he saw, that he gave forty 
pounds, great part, no doubt, of his proper- 
ty, as a present to the convent,—-An Arme- 
nian, a man of property, died about this 
time in the convent: the monks, as is the 
custom, took possession of all he had with 
him, and turned his yoor servant out, with- 
out even paying Lim the wages due from his 
master.—~A curious instance was related to 
us of the uncertainty of regarding too high- 
ly many of the spots pointed out as sacred, 
by a gentlemen whove travels brought him 
to the city about thistime. He had gone to 
the summit of Calvary ; and his mind being 
deeply affected with the solemnity of the 
scene, he knelt down, where the hole of the 
true cross was pointed out to him, and though 
no worshipper of that, yet it served to Drin 
vividly to remembrance all that had pas 
rround, But in the midst of his beautiful 
reverie and blissful feelings, he was sudden- 
ly startled by the guide Antonio clapping 
him on the shoulder, with “ Signor, Signor, 
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| doctrine of divine truth dtopped upon them 


traordinary affair. In the assembly of the 
saints their sous were blessed. ‘There the 


“asthe dew, as the small rain cpon the 
tender herb, and as the showers upon the 
grass.” In relation to this, one of them ex 
claims, “we shall be satisfiel with the 
goodness of thy house, even of thy holy 
temple.” : 

Christians. have the same holy love for 
the altars of their God. . We do not mean 
mere professors, for some of these, to their 
shame be it spoken, ldve the theatre, a 
game of cards, or similar things, more than 
devotional exercises; we are speaking of real 
Christians, those who have been made, by 
the gracious influence of the Holy Spirit, 
new creatures in Christ Jesus, and who 
maintain a life of w&tchfuluess and pray- 
er,— These delight in public worship. Jesus 
has promised to be with therh, even though 
but two or three should find it convenient to 
assemble for this purpose, They find his 
promise well fulfiled. He is with them— 
breathes upon their souls the Holy Ghost, 
and gives them a heavenly peace, which 
often flows mito their hearts, like a river, 

It were to be wished that maay who ne- 
glect it would seriously reficct upon what they 
lose. We have spoken, chieily, concerning 
the enjoyment which they share who reli- 
giously regard it. Independent of this, there 
are various other benefits, to be derived 
from the pious practice. VWhenever public 
worship is well attended, public morals pro- 
portionately increase —" ‘he beauty of holi- 
ness” seems to be brightly reficcted trom 
the sarictuary, and move there are who fear 
God and keep his commandments. it is 
certainly true, also, especially amoung the 
common and lower classes of the people, 
that they who pay the most respect to pub- 
lic worship, thrive the mostin their secular 
affairs, are most esteemed, and their families 
are abundantly the most promising, We 
hazard nothing in the remark, that much of 
the poverty, beggars and distress found in a 
Christian country, arises from neglect of pud 
lic worship. Te neglect of tins is the pa- 
rent of a thousand vices and crimes, such as 
idleness,. profanity, sporting, Ormking, and 
gambling. ; 

We believe it is the uniform experience 
of those who once neglected it, but were af- 
terwards prevailed with to regard it, even 
though it had net yet ultimated in their 
conversion to God, that it had a salutary 
influence on their business. We have been 
led into this train of thought, by an anécdote 
we heard not long since rejative tothis sacred 
duty. <A pious, zealous Christian, had a 
neighbour who altogether neglected it. in- 
stead of this he employed himself im his 
usual business. His Christian friend re- 
monstrated with him on the impvopriety of 
such conduct. He replied that he was oblig- 
ed to labour for the support of his family. 
The Christian said to him, how much do 
you usually earn on the Sabbath ? He named 
a certain sum. Will you attend public wor- 
ship ard not labour on the Sabbath, if I will 
pay you this sum? He consented. For sev- 
eral weeks he received it. Payment fora 
few Sabbaths was then omitted. « His friend 
afterward called upon him, and thus ad- 
dressed him; I believe I owe you for attend- 
ing public worship for so many Sabbaths. 
Oh' no, was the eager reply, you owe me 
nothing. My affairs have much improved 
since I attended the house of prayer—you 
owe me nothing. 

From the New Hauspshive Repository. 
MISSLONARY ANECDOTE. 


The Rev. Mr. N— was engaged as agent 
of a Missionary Society, to solicit contribu- 
tions in aid of its funds. Calling at a public 
iouse in one of our Southern States, he made 
known his object to the landlord, and re- 
quested of him information whether any 
persons in that neighbourhood would proba- 
bly subscribe. The landlord told him that 
as for himself he could give nothing; but 
that a party of liberal hearted gentlemen 
were in the next room, who he had nodoubt 
would make a generous donation, at the same 
time offering to introduce him to the com- 
pany ‘This offer was promptly accepted ; 
but on entering the room, instead of serious 
gentlemen, as he expected, what was the 
surprise of Mr. N—, at finding himself in 
the presence cf fifteen or twenty gamblers, 
dealing profusély in all the slang asually 
heard im such places. hey were struck at 
the appearance of a clergyman, and fora 
moment suspended their conversation. The 
clergyman taking advantage of their sur- 
prise, immediately made known the object 
for which he had entered the room, and 
presented a subscription paper. They im- 
mediately subscribed, and paid him five dol- 
lars each, when he politely took his leave, 
and has since frequently declared, that he 
cbtained more money from this company of 
gamblers, than he could reasonably have 
expected from the same number of pious 
men. 

From the London Baptist Magazine. 
A STRIKING ANECDOTE. 


The late Mr. Toller, of Kettering, was 
preaching on the peculiar blessedness ot 
Christian connexions, founded on 1 Pet. iii. 
10; if we are rightly informed, it was on the 
occasion of the recent marriage of a mem- 
ber of his congregation ; and was made the 
means of conversion to an aged couple, 
strangers in the town, who had been led by 
accident to Mr. Volier’s place of worship. 
It appeared that the hearts of both were 
deeply impressed, so much so, that after 


awake ; on which they, as by a common 
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